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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

RECOGNIZING CAROL ARENDS
HON. DEREK KILMER

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the life and legacy of a friend, men-
tor, and dedicated public servant who changed
the community of Bremerton for the better:
Carol Arends. As the longest serving woman
on Bremerton’s City Council, Mrs. Arends
guided Bremerton’s downtown revitalization
and was instrumental to breaking down bar-
riers for women seeking local public office.

Mrs. Arends’ career path is a testament to
her capabilities, innate knack for problem solv-
ing, and lifelong commitment to serving the
public. Growing up in Tenino, Washington,
Carol graduated second in her high school
class and entered college to study business.
She then embarked on a career at the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources before relocating
to Bremerton, Washington with her husband,
John. Carol came to Bremerton ready to pull
her sleeves up and get to work, and it wasn’t
long before she was an invaluable member of
the community and serving the City of Brem-
erton on a number of advisory committees.

Mrs. Arends’ determination and vision for
the city is ultimately what led to her recruit-
ment in 1997 to run for Bremerton City Coun-
cil. After her successful bid, Carol went on to
serve four terms on the Bremerton City Coun-
cil, including three years as council president.

One doesn’t have to look far to see the
fruits of Mrs. Arends’ labor. During her tenure
as Councilmember, the City of Bremerton saw
the approval of the Kitsap Conference Center,
Harborside Fountain Park, a public safety
bond, and a transit tunnel to better connect
Washington State Ferries to our community.
What Carol knew was that great leadership is
the capacity to translate vision to reality. And
with her guidance, she empowered us all to
be part of that reality.

Mr. Speaker, | have been encouraged by
Mrs. Arends’ leadership and | am honored to
have considered her a partner and a friend.
During good times and during her battle with
illness, she was always there with a smile, a
quip, and a desire to keep at it. Our commu-
nity is stronger and more vibrant thanks to her
thoughtful leadership and | am honored to rec-
ognize Carol Arends today in the United
States Congress.

———

HONORING MR. WILLIAM “BILL”
TURGEON FOR HIS EXEMPLARY
SERVICE TO RIVER BEND MID-
DLE SCHOOL

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Bill Turgeon for his contributions to

his community both inside and outside the
classroom at River Bend Middle School. The
positive influences he has had in running the
youth after school program on young children
go well beyond the classroom in preparing
children as they face the challenges of real
life. Parents and others in his community are
proud to call him their own and there is no
question, he is very deserving of their praise.

Mr. Turgeon is a fine example to his fellow
citizens of dedication, selflessness, and com-
mitment to the common good around the
world. | thank him for his devotion to above
and beyond the call to mentor the youth of
Sterling, Virginia.

———

CELEBRATING OUTGOING DEPART-
MENT PRESIDENT MRS. KAREN
HOOVER OF THE PENNSYLVANIA
VFW AUXILIARY

HON. LOU BARLETTA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, It is my honor
to recognize Mrs. Karen Hoover on the occa-
sion of her departure as 2015-2016 Depart-
ment President for the VFW Auxiliary Depart-
ment of Pennsylvania. Spanning 31 years,
Karen’s countless contributions in my district
and state reflect her dignity, honor, and dedi-
cation to improving her community and the
lives of all Veterans of Foreign Wars.

Karen joined the VFW Auxiliary in 1985,
under the eligibility of her father, who served
in the Army during WWII, and subsequently
became a life member in 1999. She was elect-
ed the Auxiliary President in 1988 and served
a total of eight terms. Since 2000, Karen has
served as a Senior Vice President, Junior Vice
President, Secretary, and in her current role
as Treasurer. Auxiliary chairmanship positions
she has occupied include Americanism, Mem-
bership, Cancer, and Safety. Karen has also
acted as the District 18 Chief of Staff, Color
Bearer, Extensions Chairman, and Treasurer
for the Voice of Democracy program.

Beyond her formal positions in the VFW,
Karen has always understood the value of
community engagement. She is a member of
Saint Paul's Lutheran Church, the American
Legion, Women of the Moose, Relay for Life
Team, United Way Fundraising, and Valley
Lanes Bowling League. Karen is a lifetime
member of the National Home for Veterans
Children and was a life member of the Scot-
land School for Veterans’ Children until its clo-
sure in 2009. Additionally, Karen is a dedi-
cated supporter of the Halifax Cat Rescue As-
sociation. Whether volunteering at the food
stand during the Shippensburg Community
Fair or spending valuable time with her family,
Karen embodies the values and principles that
are essential to the functioning of a productive
community. Her departure will be accom-
panied by quality time with her daughter Ni-
cole, who is also an active member of the

Auxiliary, her two stepsons, and three grand-
children.

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to recognize
Mrs. Karen Hoover for her tireless dedication
and excellence serving as 2015-2016 Depart-
ment President for the VFW Auxiliary Depart-
ment of Pennsylvania. Karen’s career achieve-
ments have produced profound effects in our
community and her example of selfless leader-
ship will continue to inspire the next genera-
tion of Veterans advocates. It is with gratitude
and appreciation that | recognize Mrs. Hoover
on the occasion of her departure and wish her
all the best in her next endeavor.

CONGRATULATING JOSHUA
CROWNOVER ON HIS ELECTION
AS SGA PRESIDENT AT THE UNI-
VERSITY OF SOUTH ALABAMA

HON. BRADLEY BYRNE

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Joshua Crownover on being
elected the 51st Student Government Associa-
tion (SGA) President at the University of South
Alabama in Mobile, Alabama.

Joshua has an impressive record, both in
the classroom and in the community. He was
a 2014 Valedictorian at Satsuma High School
and served as a page for the Alabama State
Senate.

Since arriving on campus, Joshua has been
deeply involved in the South Alabama commu-
nity. He served as an SGA Senator, SGA
Comptroller, and a member of First Year
Council. He has participated in South Ala-
bama’s Honors program, was selected a
Mitchell Scholar, and is a member of Alpha
Tau Omega fraternity.

Mr. Speaker, | am also proud to say that
Joshua interned in my Mobile office during the
summer of 2015, and he was a strong asset
to my Congressional team. | also want to rec-
ognize Joshua’s parents, Mitchell and Angela
Crownover, who have raised an outstanding
young man.

So, on behalf of my constituents in South-
west Alabama, | want to congratulate Joshua
once again and wish him all the best as he
serves the students at the University of South
Alabama.

MICHELLE MORWAY
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Michelle
Morway for receiving the Adams County May-
ors and Commissioners Youth Award.

Michelle Morway is a 12th grader at North
Valley School for Young Adults and received
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this award because her determination and
hard work have allowed her to overcome ad-
versities.

The dedication demonstrated by Michelle
Morway is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Michelle Morway for winning the Adams Coun-
ty Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. |
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future
accomplishments.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE GREATER
SACRAMENTO URBAN LEAGUE

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Greater Sacramento Urban League.
As the Urban League’s members and friends
celebrate its accomplishments and its signifi-
cant impact on our community at the 2016 An-
nual Unity Ball, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the Urban League as a positive
force for change in Sacramento.

Since 1968, the Greater Sacramento Urban
League has been a community advocate for
the underserved in our Sacramento region.
The Urban League offers a wide variety of
services, including youth development, tutor-
ing, and classes. It has assisted thousands of
people by giving them the tools to become
more empowered and educated, which
strengthens the workforce in our community
and improves the bonds that tie Sacramento’s
neighborhoods together.

Being honored tonight with the Legacy
Award is James Shelby, former President and
CEO of the Greater Sacramento Urban
League. Mr. Shelby is legendary among those
who work for social change; for over twenty
years under his leadership, the Greater Sac-
ramento Urban League grew and thrived. Re-
placing Mr. Shelby at the head of the Greater
Sacramento Urban League is Cassandra Jen-
nings, a well-known community leader who |
have worked with in the past. Scott Syphax,
President and CEO of Nehemiah Corporation
of America, receives the Community Em-
powerment Award; and Kathy McKim, Vice
President of External Affairs of AT&T, is being
honored with the Community Impact Award.
Finally, Laura Murrell receives the Young Pro-
fessional Award tonight. All are leaders in our
community and are deserving of these honors.

Mr. Speaker, as the members of the Greater
Sacramento Urban League celebrate the orga-
nization’s accomplishments and value to our
Sacramento community, | ask all my col-
leagues to join me in honoring its work in Sac-
ramento.
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HONORING THE PLACEMENT OF
“JOSEPHINE CITY” IN
BERRYVILLE, VIRGINIA ON THE
NATIONAL AND STATE REG-
ISTERS OF HISTORIC PLACES

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased that the Josephine Street community
in Berryville, Virginia, has been officially des-
ignated a place of national historical signifi-
cance and that the story of this proud African-
American community has now been perma-
nently included in the history of the Common-
wealth of Virginia and of our nation.

On February 9, 2015, as the newly elected
member of Congress representing the North-
ern Shenandoah Valley, | submitted a letter
enthusiastically endorsing the community’s ap-
plication to the Virginia Department of Historic
Resources and the National Park Service, to
be placed on the state and national registers
of historic places, and within months | re-
ceived word that both designations had been
granted.

What an incredibly inspiring place the Jose-
phine Street community has been since its es-
tablishment in 1870, when the 24 founders—
former slaves and free blacks—purchased 31
one-acre lots from the Clermont Farm property
owned by Ellen McCormick and turned the
land on either side of the mile-long street into
a thriving community.

In June of 2014, | was privileged to have
been a part of an extraordinary walking tour of
the community and will never forget the won-
derful presentations by the elders of the com-
munity such as Viola Brown and Geneva
Jackson. During this walking tour, | learned
that the history of “Josephine City” is the story
of a proud, resilient and resourceful people
who, despite the ongoing negative effects of
slavery and adversity of segregation, used
their own talents, energies, and good will to
build a remarkably self-sufficient and caring
community that thrives to this day.

Through the amazing energy and positive
attitude of those early residents, a community
had been created by the early 20th century
that included a grade school and a high
school, two churches, two public wells, two
restaurants, stables, boarding houses (includ-
ing one for teachers), a barber shop and gas
station, a hat shop, a slaughterhouse, a club-
house and a baseball team.

| want to thank the many committed people
who have been involved in obtaining this im-
portant historical designation, including Ms.
Dee Dee Liggins, Reverend James Page, Jr.
and Mr. Kenny Liggins of the Josephine Im-
provement Association; the leaders of the Jo-
sephine School Community Museum, including
Dorothy Davis, Helen Carr, and Norma John-
son; the elected officials of Clarke County and
Berryville; the Board of Directors of the Clarke
County Historic Preservation Commission; and
especially, Maral Kalbian, the architectural his-
torian of Clarke County.

All of these individuals and organizations
have helped to ensure that future generations
of Virginians and Americans will be inspired by
the hard work and indomitable spirit of the
residents of Josephine City who, despite ad-
versity, created a thriving, caring, self-suffi-
cient community that is a model for us all.

April 26, 2016
HONORING LUCILLE LOVETTE

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a driven and ambi-
tious woman, Ms. Lucille Lovette. Lucille has
shown what can be done through hard work,
dedication and a desire to serve others.

Lucille Lovette, a resident of Anguilla, Mis-
sissippi, is the ninth of 15 siblings born into a
family who believed in hard work and didn’t
believe in handouts.

Lovette earned a bachelor of science in ele-
mentary education degree from Mississippi
Valley State University at Itta Bena, followed
by a masters degree in educational leadership
and supervision and a specialist degree in
educational leadership and supervision, both
from Delta State University in Cleveland, Mis-
sissippi.

She began her career as an office manager
in 1978 for the South Delta School District
(formerly known as Anguilla Line Consolidated
School District) under the direction of a great
superintendent who encouraged her to go a
little further. Lovette was employed by the
South Delta School District from 1978-2009,
serving as curriculum director, federal pro-
grams director and principal. During her time
as principal, she led in an elementary school
with a starting enroliment of some 740 stu-
dents and 90 faculty members. During her ten-
ure, the students’ grade level reading score on
state assessments increased more than 38.4
percent and math scores on state assessment
increased more than 70 percent. The school
achieved an Exemplary and High Performing
School rating. Also while as principal the
South Delta Elementary School received the
Torch Award granted by the Mississippi De-
partment of Education.

In 1994 she was one of 13 teachers who
were chosen by the state of Mississippi for a
six week study with NASA.

Prior to serving as principal of South Delta
Elementary School, Lovette worked as edu-
cational technologist as South Delta Middle
School, and has served as an adult education
teacher at Mississippi Delta Community Col-
lege in Moorhead.

From 2009-2010 Lovette served as an edu-
cational leadership consultant at Dollarway
Middle School in Pine Bluff, Arkansas and
Eliza Miller Junior High School in Helena, Ar-
kansas. She was employed as school im-
provement coordinator with the Indianola
School district from 2010 until 2011 and from
2011 until 2013; she served as educational
leadership consultant for the Jackson Public
School District and the Senatobia Public
School District.

Among the awards she has garnered during
her years in education are: the Mississippi
School Board Association’s School Improve-
ment Beacon Award in 2009; the Mississippi
Success for All School Reading Award in
2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, and 2007; the South
Delta School District Administrator of the Year
Award in 2007; Delta State University Edu-
cational Leadership Sabbatical in 2001; Mis-
sissippi Teacher of the Year State Finalist;
Mississippi Second Congressional District
Teacher of the Year in 2000; and South Delta
Middle School and School District Teacher of
the Year in 1998 and 2000.
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Lovette joined the Yazoo City Municipal
School District in 2013, where she served as
assistant superintendent and as federal pro-
grams director. In February 2015, the Yazoo
City Municipal School District School Board
named Lucille Lovette the district’s interim su-
perintendent.

Lucille says, “Service is the rent we pay for
being allowed to live on this earth. We’re sup-
posed to give back, so that's key for me.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Ms. Lucille Lovette for her pas-
sion and dedication to educate our youth and
desire to make a difference in the lives of oth-
ers.

McKENZIE DIGIALLONARDO

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud McKenzie
DiGiallonardo for receiving the Adams County
Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award.

McKenzie DiGiallonardo is a 6th grader at
Silver Hills Middle School and received this
award because her determination and hard
work have allowed her to overcome adversi-
ties.

The dedication demonstrated by McKenzie
DiGiallonardo is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
McKenzie DiGiallonardo for winning the
Adams County Mayors and Commissioners
Youth Award. | have no doubt she will exhibit
the same dedication and character in all of her
future accomplishments.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MIKE POMPEO

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. POMPEO. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no.
162 and 163, | was unable to cast my vote in
person due to a previously scheduled engage-

ment. Had | been present, | would have voted
Yea.

———

HONORING CONGRESSMAN HENRY
B. GONZALEZ

HON. JOAQUIN CASTRO

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Congressman Henry B. Gon-
zalez, a treasured son of San Antonio and leg-
endary Latino leader. May 3 of this year marks
the 100th anniversary of Congressman Gon-
zalez’'s birth, a milestone | look forward to
celebrating with his family and the broader
San Antonio community.
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From an early age, Gonzalez took an inter-
est in academics. He was an avid reader, and
a graduate of Jefferson High School, San An-
tonio College, and St. Mary’s University Law
School. After graduating law school, Gonzalez
dedicated his talents to helping his city and its
residents. He served as Bexar County Chief
Juvenile Probation Officer and worked for the
San Antonio Public Housing Authority.

In 1953, with a broad base of support, Gon-
zalez was elected to the San Antonio City
Council where he served as mayor pro-tem for
part of his first term. He was a courageous
fighter for justice, leading the successful effort
to desegregate all city facilities, protecting
residents from undue utilities rate increases,
and inspiring his peers.

Some of Gonzalez’s most notable stands
against injustice occurred during his 1956—
1961 tenure in the State Senate. He led the
longest filibuster in the history of the Texas
Legislature, speaking out against 10 racial
segregation bills for 22 hours. Later, he filibus-
tered for 20 hours against a bill seeking to cir-
cumvent the Supreme Court’s Brown v. Board
of Education ruling against segregated
schools. Gonzalez's legislation reflected his
commitment to the people of San Antonio. He
sponsored bills for a state minimum wage, for
the establishment of a medical school in San
Antonio, for the creation of a domestic rela-
tions court for Bexar County, and for author-
izing urban renewal in our city. Gonzalez was
not just a principled state legislator, he was a
prolific one too. A total of 42 of the bills he
sponsored, cosponsored, or handled in the
Texas Senate became law.

Following his time in the state legislature,
Gonzalez went on to become the first Hispanic
representative from Texas to serve in the
United States Congress. For a remarkable 37
years, he was the voice of San Antonians in
Washington. His “20th Century Program for
the 20th District” helped markedly improve life
for folks in our city. Gonzalez's tireless efforts
bolstered our local universities, supported
small businesses, and grew our military instal-
lations, bringing thousands of new jobs to San
Antonio. He fought poverty, spearheaded
projects like HemisFair that spurred our city’s
tourism industry, expanded San Antonio kids’
access to early education, and stood up for
our veterans, particularly with the construction
of Audie Murphy Veterans Hospital. More
broadly, Gonzalez supported and contributed
to landmark legislation that fundamentally
changed our nation for the better, including
the Civil Rights Act, the Fair Housing Act, and
the Equal Opportunities Act.

Beyond his work in legislative chambers,
Gonzalez took care to connect personally with
his constituents. He kept the people of San
Antonio well-informed of his work, and he
made sure each individual’s problem received
the time and attention needed to be resolved.
In a touching tribute to the dedication Gon-
zalez showed his city throughout his career,
the people of San Antonio lined the streets to
view his funeral procession and pay their re-
spects after his death in 2000.

Henry B. Gonzalez's legacy has been a
guiding light throughout my career, and it is an
honor to serve in the seat he once filled as the
current representative for Texas’ 20th District.
| offer my best wishes to his family and to the
entire San Antonio community as we take time
on this anniversary to celebrate his illustrious
life.
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THE OCCASION OF THE
RETIREMENT OF DR. ROY CHURCH

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to my very dear friend, Dr. Roy
Church. Dr. Church, who has faithfully and de-
terminedly served our community as President
of Lorain County Community College since
1987, recently announced he will retire June
30, 2016. Today, the community will honor
him in a tribute to his remarkable tenure.

Like many retirements, Dr. Church’s will be
a bittersweet one. For the past 29 years we
have relied on his bold leadership, thoughtful
vision and unquestioned commitment to higher
education—and while professionally he will
certainly be missed, Dr. Church’s legacy and
more so friendship will remain a part of the
fabric of our community forever.

Though Dr. Church refuses to take credit for
much, his work ethic and sense of service
began at an early age and was found in an
unassuming place, far from academia. ‘I
milked cows morning and night for the first 18
years of my life”, Dr. Church once said. He
was the youngest of six children growing up
on a 230-acre dairy farm south of Syracuse,
N.Y.

He attended college not far from there,
graduating from State University of New York
at Cortland and it was here where Dr. Church
began his 45 year commitment to higher edu-
cation. Not long after Dr. Church received his
Master's Degree in education from St. Joseph
College of Florida, where he taught health
sciences, he was given opportunity to become
the dean of students at only 25 years of age.

Soon after pursuing a doctorate in higher
education administration from Florida Atlantic
University, Dr. Church’s meteoric rise through
the world of higher education continued. From
dean of academic affairs at Broward Commu-
nity College in Fort Lauderdale to vice presi-
dent and chief academic officer of St. Peters-
burg College and eventually and thankfully
landing him in Lorain County, Ohio as the fifth
President of our community’s college, in 1987.

Back then, LCCC was a straight-forward,
conventional community college of 5,000 stu-
dents, offering associate degrees in basic
coursework, in a few disciplines. Today, it is
one of the top schools of its kind in the coun-
try and is a leader in innovation, entrepreneur-
ship, and higher education. It didn’t take long
for Dr. Church to see the connection between
a higher education and good jobs, under-
standing the need to not only prepare and
train students for their future, but to also help
foster entrepreneurship that create good-pay-
ing jobs.

It was through Dr. Church’s vision and lead-
ership that LCCC helped launch innovative
and ground breaking initiatives such as the
nationally recognized University Partnership
Program, that provides four-year and graduate
degree programs from local universities or
Early College that allows for high school stu-
dents to earn college credit.

Other creative initiatives include the Innova-
tion Alliance, an effort to improve access to
science, technology, engineering and math de-
grees and GLIDE (the Great Lakes Innovation
and Development Enterprise), the county’s
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technology incubator, which to date has
awarded more than $28 million to 44 compa-
nies, the FabLab, an innovative “makerspace”
and the SMART Center for Microsystems and
sensor technology.

Since Dr. Church’s time at LCCC, its trans-
formation is and has been ahead of its time.
In President Obama’s last visit to LCCC—he
visited the college twice—he spoke of the
need for community colleges to become com-
munity career centers, so people who are
looking for a new job or a better-paying job
can learn the skills that businesses need right
now. That is what Dr. Church has done: he
has helped create and lead one of the nation’s
premiere institutions, always with a root and
focus on the student and academics, but
mindful of its true role and responsibility. “As
the community’s college, we serve all . . .
students, companies, organizations, resi-
dents,” Dr. Church once said. “We are a re-
source for the entire community.”

It is difficult to estimate how many lives Dr.
Church has touched—how many single moth-
ers relying on an affordable education to pro-
vide a better life for their children—how many
laid-off steelworkers who were retrained to
once again have an opportunity to work—how
many companies and business startups that
created new and good-paying jobs—how
many first generation college students were
given the opportunity to climb out of poverty?

Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct honor and
pleasure today, to pay tribute to a visionary
leader and community partner, Dr. Roy
Church, and join the tens of thousands who
thank him for his service and commitment to
our community.

HAILEY INNES
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Hailey Innes
for receiving the Adams County Mayors and
Commissioners Youth Award.

Hailey Innes is an 8th grader at Moore Mid-
dle School and received this award because
her determination and hard work have allowed
her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Hailey
Innes is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Hailey Innes for winning the Adams County
Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. |
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

HONORING STAN KELLY
HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask the House of Representatives and resi-
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dents of the District of Columbia to join me in
celebrating Stan Kelly and his lifetime achieve-
ments in the ballroom dance community over
the past 60 years. Mr. Kelly is a proud and
distinguished lifelong resident of Ward 4 in the
District of Columbia.

Mr. Kelly’s career as a ballroom dance in-
structor started in the District of Columbia at
the Dunbar Dance Studio in the 1950s. Mr.
Kelly combined his passion for the arts and an
eye for business, founding his own dance stu-
dio—the Stan Kelly Dance Studio. It was the
first African-American owned ballroom dance
studio in the District of Columbia, which was
located at 1867 Kalorama Road NW. Mr. Kelly
would also make weekly appearances on
Channel 5's (WTTG-TV) Capitol Caravan tele-
vision show, as well as entertaining and edu-
cating the public about ballroom dance as the
host of Saturday night mambo sessions at the
Caravan Ballroom. Mr. Kelly and his wife,
Norma, are both currently members of the
Banneker Ballroom Dance Club, where Mr.
Kelly served as an accomplished instructor for
nine years.

Mr. Kelly’s work has been instrumental in
exposing Washingtonians to modern dance
forms. Through his life’s work, Mr. Kelly has
contributed to the heartbeat of this city, help-
ing to make the District of Columbia one of the
great cultural centers of the world. His love for
the arts and passion for sharing it with others
serve as an example to us all.

In coordination with the Friends of Stan
Kelly Celebration Committee, Mr. Kelly will be
honored at Gallaudet University on Sunday,
May 15, 2016.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House, residents of
the District of Columbia and all lovers of the
arts, to please join me in celebrating Stan
Kelly’s legacy in the dance community.

———

HONORING MOUND BAYOU PUBLIC
SCHOOLS

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable edu-
cational institution, the Mound Bayou Public
School District in Mound Bayou, Mississippi.

The early settlers in Mound Bayou recog-
nized the value of education in building a com-
munity. Early in 1888, I.T. Montgomery and
his sister, Virginia Montgomery, began holding
classes for children in his home. This school
developed into the Mound Bayou Public
School. Ms. Montgomery, the first principal,
served until 1896. During the early years
school was held in the first church, Green
Grove, now First Baptist. Rev. J.L. Brandfort
succeeded Virginia Montgomery as principal.
As joint principals Professor R.J. Jarrett con-
tinued the school in Green Grove, while Pro-
fessor James Wilson held classes in Bethel
A.M.E. Church. Mrs. Gertrude Jones Bryant
became the principal in 1904 and served until
1915. A local Board of Trustees ran the
school, but it was responsible to a county
board that was not so willing to appropriate
money for the school, even though this school
had an enroliment of 200 by 1910.

In 1892, Montgomery and Green donated a
tract of land for educational purposes, “de-
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signed to supplement the inadequate cur-
riculum of the public schools”. The Mound
Bayou Normal and Industrial Institute was built
on this tract of land, with the assistance of the
American Missionary Association. The school
was largely supported by tuition but continued
to receive some financial assistance from the
American Missionary Association, which was
responsible for providing the first principal and
teacher, Mrs. Annie Randolph. The second
principal was Miss Mary E. Crump, who was
succeeded by Miss Minnie S. Washington. A
complete high school course was added under
the leadership of Professor B.F. Ousley. Voca-
tional instruction in music and domestic arts
and science was offered. Professor Ousley
served as principal for a period of 16 years.
Upon his resignation, Professor F.M. Roberts
became principal and was assisted by Pro-
fessor Robert Ross.

In 1912, while working with Booker T.
Washington, Montgomery and Charles Bank
secured a $1000 donation from Julius Rosen-
wald to build a school. Andrew Carnegie was
persuaded to donate $4000 for the construc-
tion of a library. Booker T. Washington said
that Mound Bayou was “not merely a town,
but at the same time and in a very real sense
of the word, a school. It is not only a place
where a Negro may get inspiration . . . but a
place, also, where he has the opportunity to
learn some of the fundamental duties and re-
sponsibilities of social and civic life.”

In 1920 all of the public schools in the vicin-
ity of Mound Bayou and the Mound Bayou
Normal and Industrial Institute consolidated to
form the Mound Bayou Consolidated Public
School and County Training School. A local
Board of Trustees administered the school
with responsibility to the County Super-
intendent of Education. The members of the
first Board were |.T. Montgomery, Chairman,
B.W. Bryan and John W. Francis. The second
Board included B.A. Green, Chairman, D.J.
Hill, T.S. Morris, John Tharpe, Sr., Rev. Jim
Jones, and P.M. Smith.

The three-story brick structure was com-
pleted and the first classes started in 1921. It
was located in Mound Bayou on about four
acres of land. It served an area of thirty
square miles with 16 classrooms and an audi-
torium with a seating capacity of 700. The av-
erage annual enrolilment was 850. Classes
were held nine months a year. This building
served all the students of Mound Bayou and
the surrounding vicinities until 1960, when |.T.
Montgomery Elementary School was erected.
The three-story brick building, Mound Bayou
High School, was closed in the fall of 1964,
when a new building, John F. Kennedy Memo-
rial High School, was opened.

Principals who served the Bolivar County
Training School were J.H. Moseley, J.H. Pow-
ell, A.R. Taylor, C.M. Green, Mrs. Olevia
Holmes-Ryles, Richard Williams, Mrs. Richard
Williams, Rev. Hardin, and B.T. Johnson. B.T.
Johnson was the last administrator designated
as a principal for the Bolivar County Training
School. Mr. Calvin J. Jones was selected as
the first superintendent of Bolivar County
School District Number Six, following a county
reorganization, after the 1954 Supreme Court
decision overruling the practice of segregation
in public schools. Others who have served as
district superintendent are Arthur Holmes,
Jimmy Langdon, Shelton Wilder, Linder
Howze-Campbell, Linda Perry Robinson, and
William Crockett. Principals who have served
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the elementary school since the county reor-
ganization include Ruth Scott, O.W. Howard,
Samuel McGee, Arthur Jackson, Arthur
Holmes, Jr., Legora M. Norwood, Joe Jen-
nings, Sammy Armstrong, Linda Perry Robin-
son, Willie E. Norwood, Sr., and Johnnie Vick.
Montresia Cain is the current elementary
school principal. Principals who have served
the High School are A.L. Moore, Sr., Willie
Gates, Eltea Lambert, Robert Latham, Shelton
Wilder, Jackie Campbell, Dr. I.D. Thompson,
and Dr. Wanda C. Stringer. Shaneequa Beal
is the current high school principal. Mound
Bayou Public School District was merged with
North Bolivar School District in July, 2014,
forming the new North Bolivar Consolidated
School District. Mr. Johnnie Vick is the current
Superintendent.

Mound Bayou has a rich and strong edu-
cational history. It has had and continues to
have dedicated administrators and teachers.
The students demonstrate the ability to
achieve at all levels, and graduates compete,
globally, in a wide cadre of professional fields.
The Mound Bayou Public School System was
definitely a successful educational organiza-
tion. It is anticipated to have a continued high
level of achievement for the students at I.T.
Montgomery Elementary School and John F.
Kennedy Memorial High School.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing an extraordinary educational in-
stitution the Mound Bayou Public School Dis-
trict.

JOAL MARTINEZ

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Joal Martinez
for receiving the Adams County Mayors and
Commissioners Youth Award.

Joal Martinez is a 10th grader at Vantage
Point High School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have
allowed him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Joal Mar-
tinez is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Joal
Martinez for winning the Adams County May-
ors and Commissioners Youth Award. | have
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments.

HONORING THE MACEDONIA
MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

HON. ANDY BARR

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 26, 2016
Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor a
very special church in the Central Kentucky

Area. Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church,
located in Keene, Kentucky, was organized in
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February of 1867. This year they will celebrate
their sesquicentennial with one hundred and
fifty years of ministry.

The original members of this church first
worshipped as a part of a white congregation
at Mount Pleasant Church. As they desired to
form a church of their own, a committee of
black members was formed. The church held
its first services in a one room log cabin which
also served as a school. The present building
was constructed in 1874.

Over the last one hundred and fifty years,
the church has grown physically with additions
and upgrades of the buildings. Macedonia
Missionary Baptist Church has been pastored
by many fine ministers, starting with Rev.
Peter Johnson in 1867 and leading to today’s
pastor, Rev. Reginald C. Davis. Many lives
have been changed by the ministry of the pas-
tors and the members of this church.

Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church has
been called one of the best rural churches in
Kentucky. As they celebrate this historic one
hundred and fifty year anniversary, they con-
tinue their ministry to worship and serve God
through Jesus Christ. | am proud to have vis-
ited the church and | am honored to recognize
the historic Macedonia Missionary Baptist
Church before the United States House of
Representatives.

———————

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE PRINCE WILLIAM
COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF FIRE
AND RESCUE

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to acknowledge the achievements and the
50th anniversary of the Prince William County
Department of Fire and Rescue. In January of
1966, Prince William County hired its first paid
firefighter, Phil Ponder. Ponder was the first of
what is now over 600 Fire & Rescue per-
sonnel.

Prince William County holds a number of
records such as the first jurisdiction on the
east coast to implement a 911 system and the
first jurisdiction in the state and national cap-
ital region to implement a physical agility exam
for career firefighters. In addition to those
achievements, the department hired the first
female fire chief of a metropolitan-sized de-
partment.

| had the pleasure of meeting with Prince
William County Department of Fire and Res-
cue Chief Kevin McGee recently where we
talked about how the Department has evolved.
Chief McGee always challenges his team to
be on the cutting edge of firefighting and
emergency rescue. Time and again Prince
William County Fire and Rescue personnel
have used their skills not only to help the peo-
ple of Prince William County but also the citi-
zens of Northern Virginia and beyond at their
time in need.

Over the years, Prince William County Fire
and Rescue has assisted with incidents like
the 9/11 attacks on the Pentagon and with
rescue efforts following Hurricane Katrina.
Today, the department has 555 uniformed and
60 civilian staff providing service around the
clock. It is one of three jurisdictions in the
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Commonwealth with a delegated training au-
thority for the Virginia Department of Fire Pro-
grams and is a partner in the National Capital
Region Incident Management Team.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, | would like to ac-
knowledge the achievements of the Prince
William County Department of Fire and Res-
cue over the last 50 years and thank all of the
staff, both past and present, for protecting the
lives and property of the region. | offer sincere
gratitude for their service to the community,
the Commonwealth, and the nation over the
past 50 years and know that high quality serv-
ice will be engrained in the Prince William
County Department of Fire and Rescue for
generations to come.

HONORING MELVIN V. PRIESTER

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Councilman Melvin V.
Priester, Jr., who is a proud alum of Murrah
High School (valedictorian, class of 1997). In
2001, Councilman Priester graduated from
Harvard College magna cum laude with a de-
gree in social studies. Councilman Priester
wrote his honors thesis on the use of religion
by progressive political activists. While at Har-
vard, Mr. Priester was active: in the Black Stu-
dents’ Association and student government;
he was a jazz DJ at WHRB; and he served as
a research assistant for then, director of the
Children’s Studies Program, Kiku Adatto.

Concilman Priester obtained his juris doc-
torate from Stanford Law School in 2004.
While at Stanford, Councilman Priester was a
member of the board of the Stanford Tech-
nology Law Review and participated in Stan-
ford’s civil rights clinic under noted scholar,
Michelle Alexander, and the cyber law legal
clinic under internet privacy activist, Jennifer
Granick. Upon graduating from law school and
until he joined Jackson’s Priester Law Firm in
2008, Councilman Priester was a litigation as-
sociate in the San Francisco office of Morrison
& Foerster LLP, where he advised clients in fi-
nancial services, intellectual property, and
governmental  investigations.  Councilman
Priester has done pro bono and volunteer
work for clients including: the Innocence
Project of Northern California, the North Mid-
town Art Center, and numerous indigent cli-
ents.

At Priester Law Firm, a family firm, which
has been opened since 1988, Councilman
Priester represents a diverse set of clients in
business litigation, governmental affairs, real
estate, personal injury law, family law, and
medical malpractice. Since 2011, Councilman
Priester has been a regional producer for the
Figment Arts Festival
(www.figmentproject.org), a nationwide arts
festival with significant events in New York
City, Boston, Detroit, Jackson, Washington,
D.C., and Pittsburg.

Councilman Priester is licensed to practice
law in Mississippi and California. He is a
member of the Charles Clark Inns of Court,
the American Bar Association, the Magnolia
Bar Association, and the Capital Area Bar As-
sociation.

In 2013, Councilman Priester graduated
from the Mississippi Black Leadership Insti-
tute. He is a proud member of New Hope
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Baptist Church in Jackson and resides in the
Woodhaven neighborhood of Jackson’s Ward
II. In his free time, he enjoys working at his
studio in the North Midtown Arts Center and
mentoring local school children. Mr. Priester's
priorities for the council include: updating
Jackson’s stormwater master plan to address
flooding, potholes and infrastructure; and pro-
viding quality educational enrichment opportu-
nities for children.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Councilman Priester for giving
back to the community in which he was born
and reared.

JORDYN ASHBURN

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Jordyn
Ashburn for receiving the Adams County May-
ors and Commissioners Youth Award.

Jordyn Ashburn is an 8th grader at Mon-
terey Community School and received this
award because her determination and hard
work have allowed her to overcome adversi-
ties.

The dedication demonstrated by Jordyn
Ashburn is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Jordyn Ashburn for winning the Adams County
Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. |
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO OHEV
SHALOM

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, for two
generations, Ohev Shalom of Bucks County
has served a family of congregants and in-
spired many Jewish lives, both children and
adults. As you celebrate this 40th anniversary
we recognize your many contributions to the
greater community. Your 40-year history
began with the first Ohev Shalom Purim held
March 1976 in Southampton, Bucks County.
The current building, the synagogue, was pur-
chased two years later in Richboro, North-
ampton Township. Ohev Shalom is known to
have an outgoing and growing community of
congregants who share many enjoyable
events and forge long lasting relationships.
They also have a loving enthusiasm for each
other that has translated into sharing and
helping their community. On this milestone an-
niversary, you are warmly wished many years
of continued success, devoted spiritual leaders
and faithful congregants. Heartiest congratula-
tions. Mazel tov.
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IN TRIBUTE TO DOROTHY EARL
JOHNSON

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in tribute
to Dorothy E. Johnson who passed away on
April 16, 2016. Mrs. Johnson was born Doro-
thy Earl Haralson on April 19, 1929 in Lena,
Mississippi. She was the fifth of fourteen chil-
dren born to Dovie and Ollie Haralson. Mrs.
Johnson received both her early and high
school education in Lena, Mississippi.

She married I.W. Johnson in 1946. They
moved to Milwaukee, Wisconsin in 1948 fol-
lowing the great migration of the north after
Mr. Johnson secured employment at the Pat-
rick Cudahy Packing House. Mrs. Johnson
worked for the next three decades for varied
employers; she was a salad maker
extraordinaire for some of Milwaukee’s finest
hotels and culinary establishments such as the
Knickerbocker Hotel, Fleur de Lis formerly lo-
cated in the Cudahy Tower and Angie’s Res-
taurant formerly on Water Street. She also
worked for Globe Union. Mrs. Johnson’s last
employer was Milwaukee County from which
she retired in 1990 after 15 years of service
as a Food Service Worker.

Dorothy and I.W. Johnson raised 11 chil-
dren in Milwaukee: Erma, Margie, Donna,
Wayne, Barbara (deceased), Sharon, Kirk,
Lynn, Vincent, David and Deon. She was a
great support system for all of her children
and their families. She leaves behind a won-
derful legacy which includes: 30 grandchildren,
27 great-grandchildren, and 7 great, great-
grandchildren. Mrs. Johnson will also be sore-
ly missed by numerous beloved extended fam-
ily members and friends.

Dorothy Johnson was an avid reader. She
also loved traveling, the theater and music.
She was able to combine her love of family,
travel, theater and music on her last big trip.
She traveled to Toronto in 2012 to watch one
of her granddaughters perform as a musician
with Cirque du Soleil.

She also enjoyed watching political pro-
graming on television with C-SPAN being one
of her favorites. She kept current with local
and national politics and believed in making
sure her vote counted. Even when encoun-
tering an iliness before her passing Mrs. John-
son was adamant about exercising her fran-
chise. She utilized curbside voting on April 5,
2016 for the Presidential Primary and General
local and statewide elections.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to recognize Mrs.
Dorothy Earl Johnson. She has been a tre-
mendous asset to the Fourth Congressional
District.

JOSHUA RAMIREZ

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Joshua Rami-
rez for receiving the Adams County Mayors
and Commissioners Youth Award.

Joshua Ramirez is a 12th grader at North
Valley School for Young Adults and received
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this award because his determination and
hard work have allowed him to overcome ad-
versities.

The dedication demonstrated by Joshua Ra-
mirez is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Joshua Ramirez for winning the Adams Coun-
ty Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. |
have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedica-
tion and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

———

HONORING GLORIA COLEMAN
DOTSON

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable public
servant, Gloria Coleman Dotson.

Gloria Coleman Dotson grew up and lives in
Claiborne County as the oldest of seven chil-
dren of Curtis Coleman and Ethel Allen in the
town Ulysses S. Grant said was “Too Beau-
tiful to Burn.” She is a 1973 graduate of Port
Gibson High School. She received her Bach-
elor of Science Degree in Business Education
from Jackson State University in 1977.

After graduation, Ms. Dotson was employed
by the Claiborne County Board of Supervisors
in the Chancery Clerk’'s Office. She worked
under the supervision of two Chancery Clerks:
Mrs. Stella Jennings-Greenwood and Mr.
Frank Wilson. She worked in the Chancery
Clerk’s Office for twenty-five years as Deputy
Chancery Clerk prior to being elected Chan-
cery Clerk in 2000. She is currently serving
her fourth term as Chancery Clerk.

Ms. Dotson is a member of First Christian
Disciples of Christ Church, a choir member
and Sunday School Treasurer. She is involved
in several civic organizations including: Port
Gibson Main Street, MS Cultural Crossroad
Board of Directors, Mississippi Delta Strategic
Compact, a member of NAACP and the Chan-
cery Clerk’s Association.

Ms. Dotson has been married to Joe
Dotson, Jr. for twenty-two years. They are the
proud parents of three children: JaBari,
JaNetra, and JoKevy. They have an eleven
year old granddaughter, KaMeryal and a one
year old grandson, KaMari.

The title “Chancery Clerk” does not ade-
quately describe the various duties and re-
sponsibilities that Ms. Dotson has attended to
in the office. The Chancery Clerk’s Office has
a multitude of duties and functions which are
governed by an assortment of statutes and
court rules, along with following guidelines es-
tablished either by the State Department of
Audit or the Department of Finance and Ad-
ministration. The Chancery Clerk’s position is
a four year elected term.

Ms. Dotson often states, “I thank God for al-
lowing me to serve as a Public Official. | love
my job. When I'm not serving my constituents,
| spend time with my family and friends, work
in the yard and reading.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Gloria Coleman Dotson for her
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dedication and support to the Claiborne Coun-
ty Community.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF EARLE C.
WILLIAMS

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor Earle C. Williams of McLean, Virginia.
Earle was a Northern Virginia business, tech-
nology, philanthropic, and community leader
and friend to so many throughout the Com-
monwealth. | am so honored to have known
Earle as a friend and valued advisor. He was
an insightful and gifted leader who accom-
plished so much and gave so much back to
his community.

Earle was chairman of the Naval Research
Advisory Committee, the Fairfax County Eco-
nomic Development Authority, and was a per-
manent director and past international chair-
man of the Armed Forces Communications
and Electronics Association. Earle began his
storied career a leader in the Washington,
D.C. area and was a man who truly cared for
his employees and all those around him. He
was someone who believes in a strong culture
of education and the arts and worked tirelessly
to promote these endeavors in his life.

His career as President and CEO of BDM
International lasted from 1972 to 1992, during
which he founded both the Professional Serv-
ices Council and the Northern Virginia Tech-
nology Council. These organizations have
since become major fixtures in the Northern
Virginia region and Earle’s work with them will
forever impact our community. The Northern
Virginia Technology Council appropriately
named its annual lifetime achievement award,
‘The Earle C. Williams Lifetime Achievement
Award’ and it is given to a person whose life-
time personal and professional endeavors
have made a significant impact on the North-
ern Virginia technology community. His profes-
sional accomplishments were many and cele-
brated and he did it all with his wife and family
always surrounding him and celebrating with
him and giving back with him. He passed
away peacefully, blessed with his dear wife,
June, by his side. She and her daughters and
family had been faithfully keeping vigil the final
several weeks and never left his side.

Earle also worked extensively with Wolf
Trap in Vienna, always valuing a culture of in-
novation as key to success in the arts. In
2015, he received the Jinx Hazel Arts Award
for leadership and advocacy in the arts for his
work with Wolf Trap and continued to work
through the rest of his life to improve Wolf
Trap so our entire community can benefit.

In 1994, Earle was inducted into the Ala-
bama Engineering Hall of Fame and from
1991 to 2004 was a part of the Auburn Univer-
sity Foundation Board, serving as its chairman
the final two years. Earle’s work ethic and
passion for helping those around him was
unrivaled, and was shown in his continued
service to the community. He will always be a
role model not just to me, but to those in his
community, his wife June, his three daughters
Carol, Sharon, and Gayle, and his seven
grandchildren. Mr. Speaker, | hope everyone
joins me in honoring the life of Earle C. Wil-
liams.
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KEANNA SMITH
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Keanna Smith
for receiving the Adams County Mayors and
Commissioners Youth Award.

Keanna Smith is an 11th grader at Bollman
Technical Education Center and received this
award because her determination and hard
work have allowed her to overcome adversi-
ties.

The dedication demonstrated by Keanna
Smith is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Keanna Smith for winning the Adams County
Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. |
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

TRIBUTE TO JIM BRADEN
HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR.

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, |
wish to honor a man whose service to his
community and commitment to the lives of
many young men has brought great distinction
to East Tennessee and this Nation.

Mr. Jim Braden was originally a resident of
Ripley, West Virginia, before finding perma-
nent roots in East Tennessee’s City of Far-
ragut where | am glad he stayed.

Jim Braden has devoted fifty-two years of
his incredible life to coaching baseball as an
unpaid volunteer. His impact on the Farragut
community can be seen through organizing
and implementing the countywide Knox Coun-
ty Middle School Baseball League and raising
funds for facilities that support Farragut base-
ball.

Coach Braden worked with young men who
would later go on to be team members of col-
lege, minor and major league teams.

Mr. Braden has worn many hats in life on
top of his baseball cap. He bravely served our
Country during Vietnam War as a member of
a United States Navy helicopter squadron. He
is the husband of Catherine who contributed
to the success of Knox County and Farragut
athletics. He is the father of two Farragut High
School Alumni, Mark and Laura. He is the leg-
end that the Farragut High School Dugout
Club will name an award after.

The Farragut High School Dugout Club rec-
ognizes an outstanding player each season by
recognizing them with a “Mr. Baseball” award.

On the occasion of the name of this award
being changed to the “Coach Jim Braden Mr.
Baseball Award” | call to the attention of my
colleagues and other readers to celebrate his
contribution to countless lives on and off the
baseball field.

Coach Braden looks forward to passing
along the love of the game to his grand-
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children while instilling the importance of com-
munity involvement. He is a shining example
of a true Tennessee Volunteer. | hope you will
join me in celebrating his life and legacy.

————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $19,198,172,774,532.79. We've
added $8,571,295,725,619.71 to our debt in 6
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

CELEBRATING THE 60TH PAS-
TORAL ANNIVERSARY OF REV-
EREND & MRS. I.J. JOHNSON

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
the Reverend I. J. Johnson and his wife, First
Lady Betty Johnson as they celebrate their Di-
amond Anniversary of sixty years in pastoral
service. The congregation of St. Mark's Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Toledo, Ohio cele-
brates the milestone this month. Incredibly, |
stood in this chamber ten years ago to recog-
nize Pastor and First Lady Johnson’s fiftieth
jubilee.

As | noted then, born in Troy Alabama, one
of eleven children of Mary and Levi Johnson,
“Reverend Johnson entered the ministry at
age twelve. By nineteen, he began pastoring
in his home state of Alabama. He received his
Bachelor of Theology degree from Easonian
Baptist Seminary in Birmingham Alabama, and
served four churches until coming to Ohio in
1955. In July of that year, he was invited by
Dr. Israel Walker to conduct a revival at St.
Mary’s Baptist Church. During this visit he met
the woman who would become his wife. On
August 26, 1958, Reverend Johnson and
Mother Betty Rae Johnson were married. To-
gether they raised four children: Reverend
C.L. Johnson, Reverend Michael Johnson,
Denisee Williams and Angela Taylor. In Octo-
ber of 1955, Pastor Johnson founded and or-
ganized St. Mark’s Missionary Baptist Church.
Started with just three members, the church
grew over the half-century to more than 2,000
souls.”

Pastor Johnson is a man devoted to the
Gospel. In addition to his spiritual leadership
at St. Mark’s, Reverend Roberts has con-
ducted revivals throughout the Eastern half of
the United States. Many have been called to
Christ through him and he has given wise
counsel to countless people. His legacy con-
tinues through his sons, both called to preach
in their own right.

A leader in our community as well, Pastor
Johnson has served the Baptist Ministers Con-
ference, the Fairside Community Organization,
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Northwestern Ohio Missionary Baptist Asso-
ciation, Lucas County Mental Health Board,
Interracial Interfaith Committee, Evangelical
Board of the National Baptist Convention, and
NAACP.

A beloved father, grandfather, great-grand-
father, friend and mentor, Reverend Johnson
has been a guiding light in our community for
generations. Always alongside him, First Lady
Johnson has been a nurturing mother, grand-
mother, great-grandmother, friend and con-
fidant. Their union is a dynamic partnership
which has been a beautiful example to all.

Together, Pastor and First Lady Johnson
have turned hearts toward Jesus Christ and
his message of Love. They exemplify the
words of Thessalonians 1:3, “We remember
before our God and Father your work pro-
duced by faith, your labor prompted by love,
and your endurance inspired by hope in our
Lord Jesus Christ.” The congregation of St.
Mark’s, their family and our community cele-
brate Rev. |.J. and Mrs. Betty Johnson in their
life’s work. We congratulate you, reminisce
with you, and look toward the future together.

KARINA ROSALES

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Karina
Rosales for receiving the Adams County May-
ors and Commissioners Youth Award.

Karina Rosales is an 11th grader at
Mapleton Expeditionary School of the Arts and
received this award because her determination
and hard work have allowed her to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Karina
Rosales is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Karina Rosales for winning the Adams County
Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. |
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future
accomplishments.

RECOGNIZING ASIAN-PACIFIC
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH

HON. AUMUA AMATA COLEMAN
RADEWAGEN

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in observance of Asian-Pacific American
Heritage Month. | extend my warm wishes to
all Asian-Pacific Americans (APA), whose con-
tributions to our society cannot be under-
stated. From our unique culture, culinary prac-
tices and art, to the construction of vital infra-
structure and contributions to science and
technology, APA’s have always been at the
forefront of American innovation.

We as Congress have the ability and duty to
recognize these important contributions to our
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society, and it is my honor and privilege to do
s0. In 1977, Congress declared the first week
of May as Asian-Pacific American Heritage
week; and in 1992 passed a resolution that
set aside the entire month to recognize APA’s
and the many contributions that they have
made to American culture, science and indus-
try.

As the Senior, APA Republican in Con-
gress, | want to take this opportunity to cele-
brate Asian-Pacific American Heritage Month.
| could not be more proud of the influence and
contributions of those who came before me. It
is their memory and sacrifices that drive me
while performing my duties as the Member of
Congress who represents American Samoa
and | look forward to continuing the important
work that they began.

Mr. Speaker, | ask all Members of the U.S.
House of Representatives to join me in recog-
nizing the many contributions that APA’s have
made to this great nation and | ask that we
carry this spirit throughout the entire year.

HONORING MELVIN LEE LOPER
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a self-motivated lead-
er and innovator of the community, Mr. Melvin
Lee Loper, who was born on March 16, 1920
in Finkbine, Mississippi, which is no longer on
the map. It was a logging camp for the loggers
which was his father's occupation. His par-
ents, the late Marshall and Mamie Loper, later
moved to Raymond, Mississippi where they
worked as sharecroppers. His only sibling was
a younger brother, Otis Loper, who is now de-
ceased.

In those days, rural schools did not go fur-
ther than 8th grade. He lived with a cousin in
Jackson, Mississippi to attend high school,
and graduated from Lanier High School in
1939. He entered Tougaloo College but was
drafted in the United States Army in World
War Il. He served for four years with a tour of
duty in Europe. He returned to Tougaloo Col-
lege and completed his studies in 1948 with a
Bachelor of Science degree in Mathematics.

In 1973, he received a Master's Degree in
Administration from Jackson College, after
many years of attending summer school and
taking classes on Saturdays. That was the
way of life to further your education back in
the day.

He began his teaching career in Smith
county; later Sumner Hill High School and
Jackson Public Schools. After thirty-three
years of teaching he retired in 1985. He con-
tinued teaching several years after retirement
because Mathematics teachers were always in
demand.

He has been an active member of Farish
Street Baptist Church for 55 years. He served
as: Sunday School teacher, a Member of the
Boy Scout Committee, and attended Wednes-
day night Bible Study faithfully until his recent
illness. He has been in the choir for fifty years,
and served as Church Treasurer for thirty-
three years.

He was an original member of the Jackson
Tougaloo Alumni Club, organized by the late
Mrs. Thelma Sanders forty-four years ago. He
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was serving as President when the club spon-
sored the Broadway play, “Aint Misbehavin”
which was a great success. He worked for
years with the committee sponsoring the
Ebony Fashion Show. He is a loyal supporter
of Tougaloo College with his funds and pres-
ence, when able.

He is married to Gwendolyn Nero Loper and
they have three children: Rodney, Larry and
Gerrilyn; ten grandchildren and eleven great-
grandchildren.

His secret to longevity is hard work, attend-
ing to your business, being an avid sports fan,
and marrying a good cook.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mr. Melvin Lee Loper.

LEYDA BELMONTE

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Leyda
Belmonte for receiving the Adams County
Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award.

Leyda Belmonte is a 10th grader at New
Heights Academy and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have
allowed her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Leyda
Belmonte is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Leyda Belmonte for winning the Adams Coun-
ty Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. |
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

———

CONDEMNING RUSSIAN
AGGRESSION

HON. DAVID SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to condemn recent actions taken
by Russia that threaten to destabilize an al-
ready tenuous international order. Putin’s
interventionist policies that seek to reestablish
the Russian Federation as a world power have
incited chaos and conflict along NATO’s
southern flank. Post-Soviet states once free
from the yoke of oppression have been thrust
back into civil and economic instability by Rus-
sian policies designed to sow discord and dis-
trust along NATO’s vulnerable underbelly.

Moscow’s invasion of Georgia set in motion
what has become an increasingly obvious pat-
tern. Russia’s illegal annexation of Crimea in
2014 and ongoing military campaign in the
eastern parts of Ukraine have made it clear
that Russia is openly proclaiming the redraw-
ing of Europe’s borders. Equally troubling,
NATO members in Central, Eastern, and
Southern Europe continue to face antagonism
from Russia, including a substantial military
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buildup in Armenia where Putin has deployed
advanced fighter aircraft and attack helicopters
just 25 miles from the Turkish border. This is
the same NATO border that Russian military
aircraft have regularly violated, culminating in
the downing of a Russian bomber by Turkish
defense forces. | need not remind this House
that Turkey is an indispensable ally in the fight
against ISIL, and the effort to restore stability
in the Middle East. Unnecessary Russian
provocations such as this increase the risk of
miscalculation and escalation between nuclear
powers, and are intended to drive a wedge
between NATO allies.

Just last week, NATO Secretary-General
Jens Stoltenberg made a symbolic trip to
Washington, D.C. where he met with the
President and members of the Senate Armed
Services and Foreign Relations Committees to
discuss the threats posed by an increasingly
assertive Russia. | myself moderated a NATO
Parliamentary Assembly Panel, where our
partners from around the world raised con-
cerns about a resurgent Russia, and whether
the United States will continue to play its indis-
pensable role in ensuring a stable world order.

Mr. Speaker, on the bleached bones of
great civilizations and nations are written the
pathetic words: “Too little, too late.” Ladies
and gentlemen, | call on Members of Con-
gress to heed these words, and to stand un-
daunted in the face of Russian aggression be-
fore it is too late. Putin’s escalating aggression
in his efforts to project power is a direct threat
to our NATO allies and U.S. interests abroad.
We must stand with our NATO allies now,
more than ever, to ensure that security in the
region is maintained. We must pursue peace
and diplomacy for the sake of future genera-
tions. That peace will only come through uni-
fied strength.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF JEFFREY E.
“JEFF” PHILLIPS

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | am hon-
ored to use this time in recognition of Jeffrey
E. “Jeff” Phillips, an extraordinarily gifted lead-
er from Leesburg, VA. Mr. Phillips is retiring
from the United States Army as a Major Gen-
eral in the Army Reserve. Currently, as the
Executive Director of the Reserve Officers As-
sociation of the United States, Mr. Phillips
serves over 50,000 members in promoting the
development of national security-minded mili-
tary policy to ensure future American security.

Prior to joining the ROA, Jeff served his
country proudly for nearly 37 years in various
positions in the U.S. Army. Mr. Philips was
commissioned in the Regular Army in 1979 as
a second lieutenant of armor, and eventually
commanded an M—1 Abrams tank company in
the 2nd Armored Division. Having been de-
ployed overseas to Afghanistan, the Balkans,
Egypt, Honduras, Israel, Irag, and Germany,
Mr. Phillips always conducted himself in a
manner in which he highlighted the American
ideals.

Years of hard work and dedication to his
country led to Mr. Phillips being appointed by
President George W. Bush as the Deputy As-
sistant Secretary for Public Affairs and White
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House Liaison for the Department of Veterans
Affairs

For his service, he has been awarded two
Legions of Merit, Two Bronze Stars, an Army
Parachutist Badge, and shares the 1988
Nobel Peace Prize for his work with the United
Nations Truce Supervision Organization.

Mr. Speaker, | now ask that my colleagues
join me in thanking Mr. Jeff Phillips for his
service and dedication to the United States of
America. He is a true patriot, and | wish him
all the best on his future endeavors.

MATTHEW DE LOA

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Matthew De
Loa for receiving the Adams County Mayors
and Commissioners Youth Award.

Matthew De Loa is a 12th grader at West-
minster High School and received this award
because his determination and hard work
have allowed him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Matthew
De Loa is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Mat-
thew De Loa for winning the Adams County
Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. |
have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedica-
tion and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

HONORING THE CORINTHIAN
YACHT CLUB

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Corinthian Yacht Club of San
Francisco in honor of its 130th anniversary.
Located in Tiburon, California, the CYC is the
second-oldest yacht club in the western United
States, and continues to serve as a premier
cultural and sporting center in the Bay Area.

Founded in 1886, the CYC sponsors local
and international races, hosts more than 35
social events annually, and serves hundreds
of members and guests at its dining sites. In
particular, the club is known for its Opening
Day on the Bay and Blessing of the Fleet
events, as well as its spectacular views of the
San Francisco Bay.

The CYC also participates in and supports
several philanthropic causes in Northern Cali-
fornia and beyond. They host scholarship
fundraising events through their Wooden Boat
Show and hold an annual regatta to raise
money for lung cancer research. Additionally,
they convene sailing seminars for women and
an educational speaker series that covers a
range of educational and environmental topics.

With a record of business success, commit-
ment to yachting and boating, and involvement
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in the community, the historic Corinthian Yacht
Club remains a cultural cornerstone that ex-
tends beyond the Town of Tiburon. Mr. Speak-
er, it is fitting that we honor the Corinthian
Yacht Club of San Francisco on their 130th
Anniversary for their ongoing contributions to
Marin County and the Bay Area.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE EDGEWOOD CHIL-
DREN’S RANCH

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | am
honored to recognize the broad impact and
faithful service of the Edgewood Children’s
Ranch during the past 50 years. As a residen-
tial facility in Central Florida that provides a
home and education for boys and girls in trou-
bled family circumstances, the Edgewood Chil-
dren’s Ranch has made a remarkable impres-
sion on the lives of the young people who
have been under their care.

The vision for the Edgewood Children’s
Ranch began in 1966 when Juvenile Court
Judge D. Arthur Yergey identified the need for
a residential home where boys could be
placed after displaying negative social behav-
iors due to family situations. This realization
led Judge Yergey into contact with John W.
“Jack” Lynd, who subsequently opened the
Edgewood Boys Ranch in Orlando, Florida.

Today, 50 years later, the residents Edge-
wood Children’s Ranch consist of both boys
and girls ages 6-17, with a capacity for 70
children at a time. The Ranch encompasses
110 acres, thanks to the generous donation of
“Aunt” Minnie Rouse in 1968. The sprawling
acreage is a small symbol of the many hearts
and lives that have been changed through the
impact of the Edgewood Children’s Ranch.

——————

RECOGNITION OF GHOST ARMY
MEMBER, MR. WALLACE WATSON

HON. WILL HURD

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. HURD of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the life of Mr. Wallace Wat-
son.

Wallace was born in Alpine, Texas and
joined the U.S. Army in March 1943 at the age
of 19. He was chosen to be a member of the
23rd Headquarters Special Troops, recognized
today as the “Ghost Army”. The Ghost Army’s
World War Il operations consisted of deceiving
German reconnaissance aircraft and radio
interceptors by using only their creativity and
a handful of props. The heroic actions of Wal-
lace Watson and his fellow soldiers afforded
the U.S. Military invaluable positioning
throughout the war and saved countless
American lives.

Upon the conclusion of the war, Wallace
moved to Monahans, Texas, where he contin-
ued to serve his community by taking on lead-
ership roles on the local school board and in
his church. On behalf of the 23rd Congres-
sional District of Texas, | want to thank Wal-
lace for his contributions to the United States
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and for his dedication to service. May he rest
in peace.

RECOGNIZING GENTLE'MEN
AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
AND THE SHELTER FOR ABUSED

WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN
NAPLES
HON. MARIO DIAZBALART
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize three Naples men who have trav-
eled 1,256 miles by bicycle from Naples, FL to
Washington, DC to raise awareness for Gen-
tle’men Against Domestic Violence (GADV),
an initiative of The Shelter for Abused Women
and Children in Naples, FL. GADV calls on
men to stand as equal partners with women to
end domestic violence.

GADV seeks to prevent the generational
cycle of abuse through prevention programs
such as Raising Gentle’'men, a school-based
curriculum, which teaches boys and young
men that strength does not equal violence and
true gentle’'men exhibit the traits of respect,
loyalty, honesty and accountability. GADV dis-
pels myths of masculinity as based on aggres-
sion, and is working toward a cultural shift that
will eliminate domestic violence.

GADV is associated with The Shelter for
Abused Women and Children in Naples, which
does excellent work as well. The shelter not
only operates as a haven for survivors of do-
mestic violence, but performs outreach and
operates prevention programs in the commu-
nity. The work that the shelter does has
touched countless lives, strengthened the
community, and drawn praise from various
sectors of the South Florida community, in-
cluding schools, police officers, and those in-
volved with the judicial system.

According to the National Council Against
Domestic Violence, one in four women have
been victims of some form of physical violence
by an intimate partner in their lifetime. Num-
bers like that are far too high. We have a re-
sponsibility to continue to create policy that
prevents, protects and prevails over domestic
violence.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to recognize
Colin Estrem, Gordon Kellam and Glen
Schwesinger for their mission to raise aware-
ness for the Gentle'men Against Domestic Vi-
olence program and The Shelter for Abused
Women and Children in Naples, and | ask my
colleagues to join me in paying tribute to this
worthy cause.

SUPPORTING EARTH DAY 2016
HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
commemorate Earth Day, the day set aside to
honor our planet and formerly renamed as
International Mother Earth Day, in 2009 by the
United Nations.

For more than four decades, Earth Day has
brought Americans together to honor our
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moral responsibility to preserve our planet,
protect our environment, and address the
pressing challenge of climate change.

Across the country, families and students
spend this day serving their communities,
cleaning up their neighborhoods, promoting
conservation, and participating in the effort to
ensure clean air, clean water, and a cleaner
planet.

The first Earth Day was celebrated on April
22, 1970, originating in the United States, and
becoming recognized worldwide by 1990.

On the very first Earth Day, 46 years ago,
20 million people gathered in the streets of
America to protest the environmental damage
caused by industrialization and gave birth to
the environmental movement.

Every year on April 22, men, women, and
children collect garbage, plant trees, clean up
coral reefs, hold teach-ins, sign petitions, and
plan for a better future for our planet.

| commend the schools and communities
celebrating Earth Day for a whole week to ex-
pand the time frame that people focus on the
earth and how they can preserve it.

On Earth Day 2012, more than 100,000
people rode bikes in China to reduce CO2
emissions and save fuel.

In an Earth Day celebration in 2011, 28 mil-
lion trees were planted in Afghanistan by the
Earth Day Network.

In Panama, 100 endangered species of or-
chids were planted and maintained to prevent
their extinction in honor of Earth Day.

This Earth Day we must take the oppor-
tunity to act to keep America number one in
science, technology, and renewable energy.

For Congress, Earth Day must be a moment
to build on American efforts to invest in clean
energy jobs, to strengthen industries of inno-
vation, to decrease harmful emissions, to cut
energy costs for consumers, and to reduce
our dependence on foreign oil.

This day must represent a clarion call to
renew our commitment to defend our natural
resources and reverse the ill effects of climate
change.

On Earth Day, Democrats and Republicans
should commit to working side-by-side with the
American people to create a future of sustain-
ability for our children and grandchildren, pros-
perity and opportunity for our families and
communities, and security and energy inde-
pendence for generations to come.

| urge all Members to join me in celebrating
our planet and assuring a longer and healthier
life for all creatures inhabiting her bountiful
realm.

———

HONORING CALVARY M. B.
CHURCH

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a church family whose
desire is to do God’'s will, Calvary M. B.
Church. Calvary M. B. Church has served the
Yazoo County community over a century
through faith and service.

Calvary M. B. Church desire is to bring peo-
ple closer to the Lord. They want to build the
foundation of faith in young people and remind
the Yazoo community that anything is possible
through love, faith and prayer.
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Calvary, located on Broadway, began wel-
coming the community to its services over 100
years ago. November 15, 2015 will mark 131
years of praise, prayer and worship.

On April 1, 1889 a small group purchased a
lot for $50 which became the site of Calvary.
For an additional $35, another lot was pur-
chased along with the original and this site
would later develop into the modern day
church.

According to church history notes the first
pastor was Rev. Phillips. As the years pro-
gressed the congregation grew, even amidst
growth, there were challenges. Small fires
struck the church. Over the years several pas-
tors called Calvary home. But it seemed like
perfect timing when Pastor RaSean O. Thom-
as arrived at Calvary in 2009. Pastor Thomas
is a product of Calvary.

Calvary has a rich history within the Yazoo
community, its recent ministries and growth
show what can be done through strong prayer
and fellowship. Currently, the church has two
hundred members and growing. The church
has Sunday School, morning worship every
Sunday, Wednesday night Bible Study, month-
ly street evangelism and prayer services, out-
reach project health fairs, men and women
empowerment conferences and other min-
istries. There is always something going on in-
side the walls of Calvary.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Calvary M. B. Church for its
dedication to serving the community and doing
God’s will.

CELEBRATING THE 68TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL

HON. E. SCOTT RIGELL

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. RIGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
submit a statement on behalf of my con-
stituent, Rabbi Dr. Israel Zoberman. Rabbi
Zoberman is the Founding Rabbi of Congrega-
tion Beth Chaverim in Virginia Beach, Virginia.
Rabbi Zoberman asked me to submit the fol-
lowing remarks:

As we celebrate the 68th Anniversary of
the State of Israel, heir to the Jewish peo-
ple’s long and proud legacy of the spirit up-
lifting humanity, it remains an enlightened
Western island of progressive values retain-
ing its democratic essence in a wide sea of
barbarism and backwardness begrudging the
survival of the world’s only Jewish state.

In fact, no other democratic nation-state’s
very existence is questioned except Israel’s.
This is in spite of its enduring roots in its
historic land, and world renowned accom-
plishments in the arts, sciences, and high-
tech industries. It proved an unrivaled abil-
ity to rise from two millennia of exile, op-
pression, and an unparalleled Holocaust con-
suming a third of the Jewish people. Israel’s
renewed emergence against great odds is an
affirmation of the transforming power of
hope, and the rightful restoration of the
Jewish people’s human dignity and standing
in the community of nations. It is the divine
fulfillment of prophetic promise, with the
challenging mandate and expectation to cre-
ate a model society.

Today’s troubled Middle East, home of hu-
manity’s inspiring Biblical Exodus, is in dire
need of replacing degradation with dignity,
and unremitting terrorism with humane
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teachings. We remain mindful of the
unabated genocidal Syrian tragedy of Presi-
dent Bashar Al-Assad’s making with critical
Iranian and Russian support. The recurrence
of brutal Palestinian terrorism which con-
stantly claims Israeli lives is cruelly re-
warded by the Palestinian Authority’s lead-
ership. On numerous occasions, terrorists are
honored as martyrs while they totally dis-
regard human life.

One of the many victims, 29 year old Tay-
lor Force from Lubbock, Texas, a non-Jewish
graduate student from Vanderbilt Univer-
sity, was knifed to death in Jaffa, close to
where visiting Vice President and Mrs. Jo-
seph Biden were dining at the time. Force, a
graduate of West Point, served combat tours
in Afghanistan and Iraq. When confronted
with a tragic Jewish terrorist attack on the
Palestinian Dawabsheh family, which
claimed three lives, there was rightly
shocked condemnation from all echelons of
Israeli society. Will President Mahmoud
Abbas fmally reach out to Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s call for direct nego-
tiations for a two-state solution to the fes-
tering conflict in a raging region, with a de-
militarized Palestinian State and a recogni-
tion of its neighboring Jewish State? For the
sake of all, let not the Palestinians miss this
opportunity too. This past November 4, 2015,
we observed the 20th Anniversary of Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s watershed assas-
sination. With its profound lessons, I re-
flected by reading this verse:

“Rest in peace,

Guarded by the stones
You liberated thrice-
Twice in war

And once in hope.
Jerusalem is thy faithful
Wall that won’t breach,
Friend of Shalom.”

Last February I attended the 127th Annual
Convention of the Central Conference of
American Rabbis (Reform), which meets in
Israel every seven years, to attest to their
abiding bond with the State of Israel. I joy-
fully participated in an egalitarian worship
service at the Southern extension of the
Western Wall which has been allotted for
non-Orthodox dJewish practice. This com-
promised arrangement was government sanc-
tioned, while hurdles unfortunately persist.
Significant progress toward pluralistic reli-
gious Jewish expression has been made due
to Israel’s Supreme Court intervention.

Much is at stake, acknowledging the cou-
rageous and tenacious struggle for accept-
ance by the Women of the Wall. There is,
however, a fringe but dangerous Jewish
group calling to replace Israel’s democracy
with a ‘‘Judean Monarchy.” It is a wonder
that Israel, saddled with existential concerns
that few other countries deal with, remains
a shining exemplar of light and perseverance.
The recent rescue, of 17 Jews, with American
aid, including Rabbi Suleiman Bin Yaqoub,
from war-torn Yemen, one of Jewry’s most
ancient communities, tells of the difference
Israel makes. Surely its vital bond of shared
values and common interests with the USA
is an essential one for both democracies.

I am particularly alarmed by Iran and its
proxies, the deadly global reach of ISIS, the
destructive Boycott, Divestment and Sanc-
tions movement, European anti-Semitism,
and the United Nations’ double standard
against Israel. The poignant words of the
late Prime Minister Golda Meir are reveal-
ing, “We owe a responsibility not only to
those who are in Israel but also to those gen-
erations that are no more, to those millions
that have died within our lifetime, to Jews
all over the world and generations of Jews to
come. We hate war. We don’t rejoice in vic-
tories. We rejoice when a new kind of cotton
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is grown and when strawberries bloom in
Israel.”

I speak as a refugee born in Chu,
Kazakhstan (USSR) in November 1945, to
Polish Holocaust survivors. There I spent my
early childhood in Displaced Persons Camps
in Austria and Germany before moving to
Israel in 1949. The current suffering of mil-
lions of refugees from Syria, Iraq, Afghani-
stan and elsewhere should move us all to car-
ing action with caution, but not allowing for
moral paralysis. Innocent sufferers are clos-
est to God’s aching heart. I am connecting
my own family and people’s anguish with
that of the Syrians’ plight:

““My mother, a Holocaust survivor,
Was young like you

Scared Syrian sister,

When she too got scarred

By the pain of stinging tears,

The beauty marks of refugees.
May you also find peace

At this confounding time,

In a world abandoning you

Too lonely child.”

We remember the million and a half Jew-
ish children who were murdered in the Holo-
caust only because they were Jewish and
held a promise for a noble future.

“My two year old first cousin,

Rachel-Leah,

Whose great-

grandmother, and mine,

Rachel-Leah,

Was first cousin to

President Chaim Weitzmann’s mother, Ra-
chel-Leah,

Was too young to

Know the family bond,

But not too young to die

By toasted hand grenades

Led to the pits of slaughter

In August 1942

With older brothers Aarale and Yisrael

And parents Bas-Malka and Shechina,

In Sarny, the Ukraine,

By those who begrudged our Jewish people’s
pedigree.”

President John F. Kennedy coined this im-
mortal message, ‘‘Israel was not created to
disappear—Israel will endure and flourish. It
is the child of hope and the home of the
brave. It can neither be broken by adversity
nor demoralized by success. It carries the
shield of democracy and it honors the sword
of freedom.”

———

CELEBRATING IVANHOE
DONALDSON

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask the House of Representatives to join me
in celebrating the life of Ivanhoe Donaldson,
who passed on April 3, 2016. lvanhoe Donald-
son was born and raised in the Harlem section
of New York City. He went south to join the
civil rights movement and became a leader in
the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Com-
mittee (SNCC). | first knew Ivanhoe as a
young man and a leading civil rights activist.
Like several movement activists, Ivanhoe
moved to the District of Columbia, attracted by
the city’s home-rule aspirations.

Ivanhoe took risks as an SNCC activist and
went on to build a reputation for political savvy
in the 1960s and 1970s. He became a leading
operative in Julian Bond’s bid for a seat in the
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Georgia House of Representatives, Richard
Hatcher’'s mayoral campaign in Gary, Indiana,
and Marion Barry’s campaign for office in
D.C., which ushered in a new era of black po-
litical leadership. lvanhoe leaves many friends
across the country from the civil rights move-
ment to many residents of the District of Co-
lumbia.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House to please join
me in celebrating the life of Ivanhoe Donald-
son, who gave the best years of his life to the
struggle for civil rights in the United States
and to the fight for home rule in the District of
Columbia.

———

HONORING PASTOR JEFFERY J.
FUGATE

HON. ANDY BARR

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor a
very special individual, Pastor Jeffery J.
Fugate, on the twenty fifth anniversary of his
ministry at Clays Mill Road Baptist Church in
Lexington, Kentucky.

Pastor Fugate was saved at the age of five.
When he was seven years old, Fugate’s father
started the Bible Baptist Church in Hazard,
Kentucky. His father passed away when
Fugate was twenty one, and Fugate became
the church’s new pastor.

Pastor Fugate was called to Clays Mill Road
Baptist Church in May of 1991. There were
eighteen people in attendance at his first serv-
ice. The church has grown to an average at-
tendance of over 2,200 during the fall of 2013.
Clays Mill Road Baptist Church has under-
gone many building and expansion projects to
accommodate the growth, including the pur-
chase and remodeling of an old motel on a
beautiful 23 acre site. The church runs a very
successful youth camp ministry and an exten-
sive bus ministry.

Fugate is the author of five books. He ap-
pears on the “Voice of the Appalachians”
radio broadcast and travels often to preach at
conferences, rallies, and revival meetings.
Fugate holds two honorary doctorate degrees;
a Doctorate of Divinity and a Doctor of Hu-
manities. Dr. Fugate is married to the former
Michelle Cornett. They have five children.

Pastor Fugate has dedicated his life to serv-
ing God and to saving souls for Christ. He has
touched many lives during his ministry and |
wish him all the best on his twenty fifth anni-
versary at Clays Mill Road Baptist Church. |
am proud to recognize and honor him before
the United States House of Representatives.

————

HONORING ROBERT HILL YOUTH
FOUNDATION, INC.

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor the Robert Hill Youth
Foundation, Inc., Charleston, MS inside of
Tallahatchie County, MS.

The Robert Hill Youth Foundation, Inc.
began in the early 1980’s by Mr. Robert Hill.
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It was initially conceived with the idea of sim-
ply being a sports organization for youth fo-
cusing on baseball. The organization eventu-
ally ceased being active after the death of Mr.
Hill in 1991.

In the year 2000, Mr. Cedric Terry revived
the organization because the youth in the
community didn’t have many options for con-
structive activities and adult mentoring. He
took on the task of recruiting children and par-
ent’s involvement. Mr. Terry was successful by
getting 9 boys excited about playing baseball
for the summer and competing. Their team
would travel and they would be role models
for other youth. Everyone had to pledge to
abide by the rules, get good grades in school,
and participate in an award ceremony at the
end of the season.

Mr. Terry’s vision was just what the youth in
the community needed to take the Robert Hill
Youth Foundation to the next level. It was just
what Mr. Hill always wanted the organization
to be. The organization grew and became a
huge success serving over 10,000 boys and
girls. The effort was so well received that it at-
tracted youth not just inside Charleston, but
they came from miles outside the area. It now
has extended its activities to include edu-
cation, recreation and arts for youth in the
area.

Through their education program they offer:
Abstinence Education, After School Tutoring,
and Fatherhood Preparation. Their recreation
program offers: basketball, football, baseball
and track. The arts program includes: praise
dancing, dancing and acting classes. Since
2000 through 2015 the organization has been
responsible for helping over 500 boys and
girls in the area attend and receive a college
education.

Their accolades are just as impressive. In
fact, there are too many to name them all. A
few of them include constructing the first park
in Charleston in order to be home based for
the youth. All they had to do was walk to the
park and “Play balll” Thanks to the Robert Hill
Youth Foundation their work has reached all
corners of youth life. In 2011 the Charleston
High School Tigers Football Team won its 1st
State Football Championship. Almost ninety
percent of the players came from the Robert
Hill Youth Foundation. In 2012 the Charleston
High School Lady Tigers Basketball Team was
the runner up in the Girls Basketball State
Tournament. And over ninety-five percent of
the girls played for the Robert Hill Youth Foun-
dation.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today, in recognizing the Robert Hill Youth
Foundation, an asset to Tallahatchie County in
the Second Congressional District of Mis-
sissippi.

——
RECOGNIZING 2016 NATIONAL WOM-

EN’S HISTORY MONTH HONOREE

SISTER MARY MADONNA ASH-

TON, CSJ

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Sister Mary Madonna Ashton,
CSJ, who has earned the prominent distinction
of being named a 2016 National Women’s
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History Month Honoree by the National Wom-
en’s History Project. This esteemed honor be-
fits a woman who has dedicated her life to
being a leader, advocate and policy-maker in
the quest for equal access to health care for
all in Minnesota and throughout the United
States.

Raised as an Episcopalian, Sister Mary Ma-
donna converted to Catholicism while attend-
ing what is now Saint Catherine University in
Saint Paul, Minnesota. After graduating and
receiving a Masters of Social Work, she be-
came a Sister of Saint Joseph of Carondelet,
serving as a social worker at Saint Joseph’s
Hospital then later as an administrator at Saint
Mary’s Hospital after earning a second Mas-
ter's degree. She was named President and
CEO of Saint Mary’s Hospital and stayed in
that role for twenty years until her retirement
in 1982.

Sister Mary Madonna’s first attempt at re-
tirement was short lived. In 1983, Governor
Rudy Perpich appointed her as the State
Commissioner of Health. The appointment of
the first woman and first non-physician as
Health Commissioner was controversial at
first. However, Sister Mary Madonna quickly
earned respect from critics and supporters
alike, by effectively challenging the tobacco in-
dustry and leading the state response to the
onset of the AIDS crisis. During her two terms
as Commissioner, she made Minnesota a pio-
neer in efforts to combat tobacco use. Our
state was among the first to outlaw smoking in
places of employment, hospitals and res-
taurants, a monumental legal and public
health victory that would start a national move-
ment. She also led the way in using state
funding to combat underage smoking, ulti-
mately leading to the Minnesota Twins remov-
ing all tobacco advertisements from its sta-
dium and Northwest (now Delta) Airlines ban-
ning smoking on domestic flights.

Since completing her appointment as Com-
missioner in 1991, Sister Mary Madonna has
continued to serve those in need. She led the
creation of Saint Mary’s Health Clinics in order
to provide quality health care for those without
insurance. The clinics continue today with the
same mission and serve as a reminder that
though we have made much progress in mak-
ing health care affordable and available to all,
more work needs to be done.

As a National Women’s History Month Hon-
oree, Sister Mary Madonna stands as one of
16 notable women who exemplify the National
Women’s History Projects 2016 theme of
“Working to Form a More Perfect Union: Hon-
oring Women in Public Service and Govern-
ment.” Sister Mary Madonna and these other
honorees join the company of such female
trailblazers as Rosa Parks, Abigail Adams, El-
eanor Roosevelt and Billie Jean King.

Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor Sister Mary Ma-
donna Ashton, CSJ of Saint Paul, Minnesota
and all 16 Honorees for their commitment to
public service and advocacy for others. These
women stand as shining examples for all
women and men for their dedication to the
common good.

April 26, 2016

HONORING CALLAWAY HIGH
SCHOOL

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Callaway High School
that is located at 601 Beasley Road in Jack-
son, Mississippi. Callaway is one of seven
high schools in the Jackson Public School Dis-
trict, the largest school district in the state of
Mississippi.

Built in 1966, Callaway was named after the
late Robert M. Callaway, a Lafayette County
native. He began his career teaching Choctaw
Indians in the mountains of McCurtain County,
Oklahoma. Before assuming duties as prin-
cipal of Liberty Grove School, later H.V. Wat-
kins Elementary in Jackson, he taught at Dar-
ling in Quitman County and Pocahontas in
Hinds County. He was principal at Watkins
from 1936-1956.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Callaway High School.

HONORING MARY LOU HOFFMAN

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge and honor Mary Lou Hoffman for
her 53 years of outstanding service to the
educational community. Mary Lou announced
that she will be retiring on July 1, 2016 from
St. Anthony School in Manteca, California.

Graduating from California State University
Chico, Mary Lou had found her passion in
education and pursued a profession as a
teacher. After college, she spent two years at
Annunciation School in Stockton, where she
began her lifelong career. For twelve years,
she was a teacher at local public schools.

In 2005, Mary Lou became Principal of St.
Anthony School, Diocese of Stockton. As the
Principal, she made a tremendous impact on
the students, families and faculty. The Pastor,
Patrick Walker fondly stated, “Our principal,
Mary Lou Hoffman, has made significant
strides to make St. Anthony’s school better in
the past decade.”

Through her many years of dedicated serv-
ice, Mary Lou has touched the lives of thou-
sands of children. She is not only an excep-
tional role model but provides a positive insti-
tution of learning to her students. Mary Lou’s
heart has deeply resided in education and her
great accomplishments have demonstrated
her tremendous impact.

Mary Lou loved her profession, but she is
looking forward to spending time with her hus-
band, three children, six grandchildren, and
four great-grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring and
recognizing Principal Mary Lou Hoffman for
her many years of service and outstanding
contributions to the lives of her students,
peers, and our community.
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE LENOX
HILL DEMOCRATIC CLUB

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay tribute to the Lenox
Hill Democratic Club (LHDC) on the occasion
of its 60th Anniversary Annual Fundraiser and
Dinner with special guest General David H.
Petraeus, ret. LHDC has been committed to
increasing citizen participation in the political
process in the Yorkville neighborhood of Man-
hattan’s East Side.

LHDC was founded in 1956 as part of the
Democratic Reform Movement that sought to
challenge the power of Tammany Hall’s
Democratic Machine in New York City. Since
that time, LHDC has remained committed to
empowering citizens to become better in-
formed about the policy issues which affect
them. LHDC has also often organized can-
didate forums so that citizens have a chance
to hear from the candidates and raise their
concerns and policy priorities. Lenox Hill also
regularly invites current elected officials to
speak with their members.

Currently, LHDC represents Part A of the
76th Assembly District which includes Manhat-
tan’s Yorkville neighborhood as well as parts
of Sutton Place and Roosevelt Island. LHDC
is made up of a vibrant and diverse group of
New Yorkers who share a common commit-
ment to civic engagement and progressive
ideals. LHDC has truly been a force in effect-
ing progressive change in Manhattan.

LHDC and its members are actively en-
gaged in ever aspect of the political process.
From providing volunteers for campaign phone
banks and street campaigning to collecting the
petition signatures required under State law
for a candidate’s name to appear on the bal-
lot, LHDC serves an essential role in the
democratic process in New York City.

For 60 years, LHDC has been an important
part of the political landscape on Manhattan’s
East Side. LHDC’s proud tradition is thriving
under the stewardship of current President
Bob Menna, District Leaders Hon. John
Halebian and Hon. Jill Eisner, and State Com-
mitteewoman Hon. Ruth Halberg. These dedi-
cated civic leaders work tirelessly to ensure
that LHDC continues to play a significant role
in Manhattan politics.

LHDC’s special guest, Four Star General
David H. Petraeus, is a graduate of the United
States Military Academy at West Point and
Princeton’s Woodrow Wilson School of Public
and International Affairs. Gen. Petraeus
served in the United States Army for 37 years
during which time he oversaw the United
States Central Command and the International
Security Assistance Force Afghanistan among
numerous other command postings. Following
his active military service, Gen. Petraeus was
nominated by President Barack Obama and
unanimously confirmed by the U.S. Senate to
serve as the Director of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency. In 2013, he joined the invest-
ment firm KKR where he is the Chairman of
the KKR Gilobal Institute. Gen. Petraeus
teaches at the City University of New York
Macaulay Honors College, University of South-
ern California, and at Harvard University’s
Belfer Center.
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Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the history and accomplish-
ments of the Lenox Hill Democratic Club. For
sixty years, its members have worked hard to
effect the change they would like to see in
their neighborhood, City, and Nation.

HONORING WILLIE RENE LEFLORE

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable public
servant, Ms. Willie Rene Leflore.

Ms. Leflore is a lifetime resident of Sun-
flower County, Mississippi.

Ms. Leflore is a soldier encouraging others
to sign up and be counted. In her words,
“Gone are the days of nurturing, chopping,
hoeing, hauling water pails, getting up early,
catching Bill Henderson’s bus, etcetera, to
work from sun up to sun down for $3.15
daily”.

Growing up, Ms. Leflore wanted to be free
to enter the front doors of Labella Restaurant
and ride at the front of the Greyhound bus.
So, Ms. Leflore took a stand, and marched be-
side Cora Stone Johnson, Nelson Dotson,
John Richardson, Lene and others for her civil
rights.

Ms. Leflore is a soldier for what is right. She
believes in receiving the same privileges and
rights as other races. She believes that all
adults have their own mind to decide on what
they want to participate in as long as it is right.
She fought for that privilege. It was an ac-
quired desire to march beside others who
shared the same belief

Ms. Leflore worked, never missing a day un-
less she was sick. When she became ill, she
had to retire. She has received numerous
commendations as a loyal supporter of all ath-
letic activities at Gentry High School. To this
day, she still uses the phone as her legs and
mouth, encouraging others to stand and show
themselves approved. She believes that
standing for what you believe in regardless, of
the odds against you, and the pressure that
tears at your resistance means courage, which
is what she had to constantly remind herself
of. She always kept a smile on her face, even
when on the inside she felt like dying. She
stopped at nothing. Doing what was instilled in
her heart, is to make another’s life a little more
bearable. When she was in the moment, she
was loyal, she wasn'’t selfish and she kept her
head high.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Ms. Willie Rene Leflore for her
dedication to serving others and giving back to
the African American community.

———

INTRODUCING A RESOLUTION TO
RECOGNIZE JUNE AS NATIONAL

MEN'S CANCER AWARENESS
MONTH
HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
highlight an issue that is of growing concern:
cancer that is specific to men.
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Cancer is a deadly disease that does not
discriminate. It impacts all demographics and
every segment of our population. However,
what | find extremely alarming is that one in
two men will be diagnosed with cancer over
the course of their lifetimes. Men face a 43.31
percent lifetime risk of being diagnosed with
some form of cancer. Statistics show that men
have a 22.83 percent chance of dying from
cancer versus 19.26 percent of women.

The Centers for Disease Control estimates
that nearly 300,000 men die annually as a re-
sult of cancer. Various cancers are claiming
the lives of males of all races and ages at an
alarming rate. | will add, though, those African
American men have the highest cancer inci-
dence and mortality rates according the CDC.

It is time for the Members of Congress to do
our part to shine the light on this deadly dis-
ease that is plaguing the men of our commu-
nities. These men are our fathers, grand-
fathers, uncles, children, and nephews. No
one should ever be put in a position to have
to bury their child.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to sup-
port the Resolution to Recognize June as Na-
tional Men’s Cancer Awareness Month. From
prostate and colon cancer to lung and skin
cancer, our nation needs to be more aware of
what we can do to prevent, detect, and treat
these fatal illnesses. Bringing about this
awareness on an annual basis will aid in slow-
ing the rate of cancer related fatalities.

HONORING EDWARD G. NELSON

HON. JIM COOPER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, the city of
Nashville and the state of Tennessee lost a
civic giant earlier this month, banker and phi-
lanthropist Edward G. Nelson.

Ed Nelson was not only a pillar of the com-
munity, he was our foundation. He financed
much of the growth of Nashville and imagined
the ‘It’ city before we became one.

Ed’'s expertise and skill in banking, finance
and international relations shaped the eco-
nomic development of Middle Tennessee, and
his philanthropic efforts have touched count-
less lives. Serving on dozens of local, national
and international boards, Ed had the vision
and will to make things happen. His success
and leadership were notably recognized when
the Bank of China invited him for a formal visit
shortly after diplomatic relations were estab-
lished in the 1970s.

Ed’s service as a U.S. military intelligence
officer in Japan led to his insatiable desire to
foster U.S.-Japan relations. Because of his
tireless work, Nashville is now home to a Jap-
anese Consul General and many Japanese
businesses. In 2008, the Japanese govern-
ment awarded him one of its most prestigious
awards—the Order of the Rising Sun, Gold
Rays with Neck Ribbon.

Mr. Speaker, the city of Nashville is forever
grateful to Ed Nelson for his service. Ed was
a kind and wonderful gentleman and the best
of the South.
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HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY, TEMA
POSALSKA BAUER

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor my constituent, Tema Posalska
Bauer, on the occasion of her upcoming 100th
birthday. Her birthday is especially notable in
light of her miraculous survival through the
horrors she endured during World War II.

At the time that the Nazis invaded Poland in
September of 1939, Tema was a young
woman of 23 living with her elderly parents
and her next oldest sister, Sarah, in the City
of Lodz, a city that was home at the time to
the second largest Jewish population in Po-
land. At the time, she had seven other older
brothers and sisters who were married with
children and living in smaller towns near Lodz.

With the occupation by the Nazis, the sib-
lings feared for the safety of their elderly par-
ents and decided that it would be safer for the
parents to move to the smaller town where
one sister, Gucia, was living with her husband
and three sons. Sarah accompanied them on
the trip, and Tema was to close the house and
follow after the winter.

However, before the winter ended, the
Nazis created a Jewish ghetto in Lodz in
which all Jews had to reside and from which
no Jews could leave. Tema never saw her
parents or her sister Sarah again.

She worked in the Ghetto for four years until
she was deported in December of 1943 to a
slave labor camp at Skarzysko-Kamienna.
Normally a two-hour train ride from Lodz to
Skarzysko-Kamienna, the trip actually took
three full days. The women were packed into
the freight train cars so tightly that there was
no room to sit, no water, no food and no bath-
room facilities.

With the Russians approaching from the
west, Skarzysko-Kamienna was liquidated in
August of 1944 and the women were sent by
freight trains to a slave labor camp in Leipzig,
Germany. During an Allied bombing of the
camp in February of 1945, Tema was in-
jured—her right arm being severed at the
elbow. Though antibiotics were unavailable,
she had great luck and strength and survived.
Two months later, the camp was liquidated,
and she began what turned out to be a six-
day death march, that she again miraculously
survived.

After liberation, she made her way back to
Lodz where she found out that of her parents,
eight brothers and sisters, their seven spouses
and her eighteen nieces and nephews, all had
been murdered by the Nazis, most of them
gassed to death in the extermination camp at
Chelmno—their bodies reduced to ash and
bones in the crematoria.

She eventually encountered a man she had
known in the Ghetto, Morris Bauer. He told
her that she need not be worried about the fu-
ture because he would always take care of
her. And, for the rest of his life, he did until he
was no longer able to take care of himself.

They married and then spent almost four
years in a displaced persons camp waiting to
emigrate to the United States. They arrived in
the United States on October 1, 1949 and set-
tled in Chicago.

Tema’s beloved husband, Morris, passed
away in 1995 shortly before their 50th wed-
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ding anniversary from complications from Alz-
heimer's. She has lived to enjoy her expand-
ing family of two sons, three grandchildren
and seven great-grandchildren. She remains
mentally sharp with an amazing memory and
with a keen interest in current events and poli-
tics.

Tema’s 100th birthday is May 5th—the
same day the world will observe Holocaust
Remembrance Day. As Tema gathers with her
family that day to remember and mourn the
six million Jews who perished in the Holo-
caust, including her and Morris’ parents, sib-
lings, nieces and nephews, her family also will
celebrate the miraculous life and remarkable
courage and luck of their family’s matriarch,
Tema Posalska Bauer. Her life is a blessing
and an inspiration to her family and to all who
know her.

HONORING CURTIS HILL
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a goal oriented stu-
dent, Mr. Curtis Hill.

Curtis Hill is the proud son of parents, Olivia
Hill and Curtis Robinson; He has one, as he
states, “nerve racking little sibling” that he
loves dearly, Curshivia Robinson.

Curtis Hill is entering his senior year at
Holmes County Central High School (2015-
2016) and has been a Youth Organizer with
Nollie Jenkins Family Center, a grassroots
community-based organization, for the past
four years. With the help of his high school
Curtis has been in position to receive numer-
ous scholarships, most recently, he received
the American Legion Scholarship, sponsored
by Oratorical Competition in which he placed
2nd in the Area Competition; and Boys State,
where he put his leadership skills to a test by
role playing as if he was campaigning in a fic-
tional state called Magnolia for the prestigious
office of Lt. Governor.

Curtis has also been chosen by the Electric
Power Association, Yazoo Valley Electric
Power Association, as one of two leaders to
compete for scholarships and travel to Wash-
ington, D.C. Although, his school has provided
him with these opportunities, the ground work
was fertilely laid as a result of his community
organizing work with the Nollie Jenkins Family
Center.

Through his work as a Youth Organizer,
Curtis has developed career ready skills: pub-
lic speaking, campaign development, facilita-
tion, writing/creating resumes, and peer medi-
ation. These skills proved to be of value when
Curtis was chosen as a recipient of the Mar-
guerite Casey Foundation’s Sargent Shriver
Youth Warriors Against Poverty Award.

In contrast to all of his scholarly achieve-
ments, Curtis holds nothing closer to his heart
than his ministry in mime, for this heart warm-
er and barrier breaker is a way for Curtis to
feel closer and at one with his King, Jehovah
God.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mr. Curtis Hill who gives back
to his community, encourages others to do
more than what's common and makes a dif-
ference in his community.

April 26, 2016
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ANDRE CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, on
April 26, 2016, | was unavoidably detained
and missed roll call votes 164 and 165. Had
| been present, | would have voted “no” on
roll call 164, the Combating Terrorist Recruit-
ment Act, and “yes” on roll call 165, the In-
vestor Clarity and Bank Parity Act.

Despite missing the vote, | remain strongly
opposed to H.R. 4820, the Combating Ter-
rorist Recruitment Act. As a former Homeland
Security official and a Member of the House
Intelligence Committee, | understand the im-
portance of a complete intelligence picture to
counterterrorism operations. As this bill indi-
cates, part of understanding threats to our
homeland is receiving testimony from re-
formed terrorists. Responsible collection would
involve looking at threats from every angle, in-
cluding Islamic, right wing, environmental and
other types of extremism. This bill fails in that
regard, choosing instead to focus on those as-
sociated with foreign terrorist organizations.

This bill also plays into a disturbing narrative
that Muslims are the sole source of terrorism
in the United States. The reality, supported by
academic research and federal agency testi-
mony, is that the threat from right wing extre-
mism is even more pervasive. While the at-
tacks in Chattanooga and San Bernardino
were carried out by Muslim extremists, the at-
tacks at a church in Charleston and a Sikh
temple in Wisconsin were by right wing ex-
tremists. Extremism, regardless of ideological
basis, is dangerous and must be countered.
Further perpetrating a false narrative about the
outsized threat posed by Muslims does noth-
ing but promote fear of American Muslims and
ostracize them in communities across our
country.

It is important for us to remember that an at-
tack by a sovereign citizen or racial suprema-
cist is just as devastating as an attack by a
Muslim terrorist. If Congress hopes to
strengthen our national security apparatus,
rather than stoke fear, we should be looking
for every possible opportunity to balance our
counterterrorism efforts. We need to look at all
threats, both foreign and domestic.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, dur-
ing the votes held on April 26th, 2016, | was
inescapably detained and away handling im-
portant matters related to my District and the
State of Alabama. If | had been present, |
would have voted:

Yes on H.R. 4096—Investor Clarity and
Bank Parity Act, and Yes on H.R. 4820—
Combating Terrorist Recruitment Act of 2016.
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IN RECOGNITION OF STRATFORD
PORTUGUESE HALL

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Stratford Portuguese Hall Asso-
ciation on its 100th anniversary of service to
our community.

The Stratford Portuguese Hall Association
was founded in December 1915, when a
group of Portuguese immigrants from the
Azores Islands assembled to join the Brother-
hood of the Divine Holy Spirit in the commu-
nity of Stratford, California. In 2010, several
Portuguese fraternal organizations, including
the Brotherhood of the Divine Holy Spirit, con-
solidated to form the Portuguese Fraternal So-
ciety of America.

Stratford Portuguese Hall brought the
“Festa” weekend traditions of serving sopas,
dancing, and parades to Stratford for the first
time in 1916. The celebrations can be traced
back to medieval Portugal when Queen Isabel
made offerings of food and festival to the peo-
ple in 1296. Since 1916, these Portuguese tra-
ditions have been shared with the community
of Stratford. The goal of the “Festa” is to
honor the past, celebrate the present, and en-
courage the future, while celebrating the Por-
tuguese culture.

To reach a 100-year milestone is a remark-
able achievement, and Stratford Portuguese
Hall Association has had to overcome many
challenges to reach this point, including a dev-
astating fire that destroyed the Hall in 2003.
However, the Hall was able to meet the chal-
lenges it was presented with, and continues to
serve our community today. As the son of Por-
tuguese immigrants, | am proud of this incred-
ible achievement.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to join me in recog-
nizing Stratford Portuguese Hall on their 100th
anniversary and wishing them a happy
“Festa” this year.

———

IN HONOR OF COACH DAVID
POLLARD

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor a man of purpose, sincerity,
and high character, Coach David Pollard.
Sadly and tragically, Coach Pollard passed
away on April 18, 2016, as a result of a
senseless accident. His funeral services were
held on Sunday, April 24, 2016 at 3 pm at
Cascade Hills Church in Columbus, Georgia.

Coach Pollard was born on March 28, 1980
in Columbus, Georgia to the union of Terry
and Sandra Pollard Render. He was a 1998
graduate of Shaw High School and 2002 grad-
uate of Albany State University with a Bach-
elor's Degree in Psychology. He was pursuing
a Master’s Degree in Psychology from Colum-
bus State University.

He was a highly respected educator and
coach with stops as a community coach at
Jordan Vocational High School and he was
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serving as a teacher and the Head Baseball
Coach at George Washington Carver High
School at the time of his passing.

George Washington Carver once said, “How
far you go in life depends on your being ten-
der with the young, compassionate with the
aged, sympathetic with the striving and toler-
ant of the weak and strong. Because someday
in your life you will have been all of these.”
Coach David Pollard understood these les-
sons very well.

He dedicated his life to helping others—es-
pecially our most precious resources—young
people. He used the season of his life to help
others to reach their full potential. He was
dedicated to his craft as both a teacher and a
coach. His engaging personality and steadfast
faith in God as a member of Central Baptist
Church made him a person that was admired
and respected by all that came in contact with
him. Coach Pollard was universally respected
by his peers in the baseball coaching frater-
nity. He was loved by his players, students
and colleagues. But, he knew that his life
would be measured not by wins and losses on
a sports field but by the difference he made in
the lives of his students and players.

We all can learn so much from the life of
Coach David Pollard. We must live everyday
as if it were our last. Treat all people with dig-
nity and respect and make a difference in the
lives of others.

His greatest role in life was that of a dedi-
cated husband and father. Just as he dem-
onstrated a great love for people, he dem-
onstrated an even greater love for his family.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join my
wife, Vivian and me, along with more than
730,000 people of the Second Congressional
District in extending condolences to his wife,
Adrienne, his daughter Joy and his entire fam-
ily. “To God Be the Glory” for the life of
Coach David Pollard for his contributions to
the betterment of humankind.

TRIBUTE TO JACQUES ‘JACK’
YEAGER

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to the remarkable
Jacques ‘Jack’ Yeager who passed away in
California on Wednesday, April 20, 2016. Jack
was a pillar of the community in Riverside,
California, and he will be deeply missed.

Born in Riverside in 1921, Jack went to
local schools and graduated from Poly High
School in 1939. While attending college at UC
Berkeley, Jack left school to join the U.S.
Navy Seabees and eventually helped build air-
ports throughout the South Pacific during
World War II. Jack eventually returned home
to join the family construction business, E. L.
Yeager Construction Company, which was
founded by his father. At Yeager Construction,
Jack worked alongside his brothers, Dick and
Gene, and played an important role in the
growth and success of the company. Yeager
Construction was responsible for building
many significant highway and other construc-
tion projects in Southern California and around
the country. | had the privilege of working to-
gether with Jack on a number of projects and
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causes over the years, and felt fortunate to
see his passion and dedication to improving
our community first-hand.

In 1948, Jack Yeager married Mary Barbara
Gibbs and the couple had two sons and three
daughters. Mary passed away in 1990. Later,
Jack would marry Helen Hays, who died in
2009. As an active member of his community,
Jack participated in a number of organizations,
often in a leadership role, including: Co-found-
er and member of the Monday Morning Group,
Board Member of the Riverside Community
Hospital Foundation, Board Member of the UC
Riverside Citizens University Committee,
member of the Riverside County Transpor-
tation Commission, Board Member of the
March Field Museum Foundation, and Board
Member of the UC Board of Regents.

The way in which Jack lived his life should
serve as reminder that the power of an indi-
vidual with drive, perseverance and a strong
work ethic can do great things. His dedication
to his work, family, and community are a tes-
tament to a life well lived and a legacy that will
continue. | was proud to call Jack my friend
and | will deeply miss him. | extend my condo-
lences to Jack’s family and friends; although
Jack may be gone, the many incredible con-
tributions he made to our region and the coun-
try remain and will never be forgotten.

———

REMEMBERING THE ARMENIAN
GENOCIDE

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise to re-
member the Armenian Genocide, which began
101 years ago this month.

In nearly a decade of terror that followed,
the leaders of the Ottoman Empire system-
ically exposed the Armenian people to torture,
starvation, abduction, deportation, and mass
killing. More than 1.5 million innocent Arme-
nian children, women, and men were mur-
dered. And millions more were expelled from
their historic homeland.

All nations and peoples have a responsibility
to recognize this tragedy and the reverbera-
tions it has caused for succeeding genera-
tions. Unfortunately, the historic fact of the Ar-
menian Genocide has all too often been ob-
scured, downplayed, or simply rejected.

As an international community, we must
properly account for this historic crime, move
towards peace and reconciliation in the region,
and help those who carry the scars of this
atrocity to heal.

The United States owes a responsibility to
the victims and their descendants to publicly
call the events of 101 years ago genocide.
And our government should demand that Tur-
key—our NATO ally—acknowledge its historic
responsibility for this crime.

On this somber occasion, we should re-
member and pray for the victims, those who
survived, and the Armenian community around
the world that honors its ancestors by dog-
gedly pursuing the truth. And, as Americans,
we must once against reaffirm our resolve to
prevent genocide.
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IN MEMORY OF DEPUTY SHERIFF
MIKE TREVINO, JR.

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and accomplishments of Fresno
County Deputy Sheriff, Mike Trevino Jr. who
sadly passed away on March 21, 2016.

Mr. Trevino was born in Fowler, California
on November 29, 1964 to Mike Trevino and
Amanda Sarabia. After his graduation from
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Selma High School in 1982, Mike enlisted in
the United States Army where he served as a
combat engineer. After he was honorable dis-
charged, Mr. Trevino began work at the Auto
Warehouse and the Fresno County Office of
Education. In 1995, he enrolled in the Fresno
City Community College Police Academy while
also working full time.

Following in his father's footsteps, Mike
began work at the Fresno County Sheriff’s De-
partment in July 1996 as a deputy sheriff. Dur-
ing his time with the sheriff's department, Mr.
Trevino worked in the Field Services Division
and later went on to serve in the Narcotics
Unit. Deputy Sheriff Trevino is remembered
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with respect by his colleagues and all those
who knew him, especially for his ability to
break barriers and establish trust with the
locals. Words of support and sympathy for his
family have even come from individuals he
previously arrested, yet still hold him in high
regard.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives to
join me in honoring the life and achievements
of Deputy Sheriff Mike Trevino Jr. My thoughts
and prayers are with his family, especially his
children and grandchildren, Breanna, Fabian,
Micah, and Damian during this difficult time.
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